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PREFACE, 



.1 HIS work commenced with the idten- 
l s oa of formipg from Nature a collec- 
io0 of the most remaricable Water Flies, 
for the cooyenience it may afford to 
Algiers, in making a selection. at any 
part of the season. Fly-fishing has su- 
perior claims over other methods in 
Angling, by the exercise and variety 
which it affords.. It w^uld betneedJess 
to enumerate the many advantages that 
are derived from this health}^ amuse- 
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ment ; many of the most beautiful scenes 
in the country have been approached 
to great advantage by following the 
mazy windings of some delightful river; 
while every stream affords a little trea- 
sure of amusement, which Anglers know 
best how to appreciate. 

The advantage of a work like this, 
must be obvious, not only in forming a 
selection, but in dressing the Flies. From 
the difficulty there must be in truetin^ 
to the memory for their various tints^ 
every attention has been paid in tbat 
respect, as the Flies were painted firooi 
when in the full perfection of th^ir co- 
lours. There are twelve PlateSt ^tclmd 
and coloured by the hand, in order to 
bring them the nearer to the Oftturfll 
tints. Vatlo^is nanies are given to tke 
Water Plies, in different parts of the 
country f I have, therefore, tak^ the 
method of numbering them, as I took 
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them off the water. The regular Wa- 
ter Flies are a size smaller on rivers that 
run through a billy or raouDtainous part 
of the country, than they are on rivers 
that are in a sheltered or cultivated part. 
There are added a few general remarks 
on Fishing, for the use of young Ang- 
lers ; with a list of the principal mate- 
rials that are necessary for those Anglers 
who make their own Flies, and the dif- 
ferent kinds of baits that are used by 
the most experienced Anglers, — where 
foundi and how to preserve them. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



THE 

ANGLER'S 
YADE MECUk. 



XEMAllKS ON THE FUES. i 

\Ch£ regular water Me& have thfik paitticu- 
lar seasons and, hoars of the dky for' coining 
dowil^rivirs ; at thje same time, it murt be 
remarked, that the weather jmakes .great 
changed among them. One kind is seen in 
warm sunny weather^ another only when it 
is cloudy, others after showers ; so that the 
jflies yioa.have had success with one day^ the 
Croats wiU not look at the ilext. In rny^M- 
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6 THE angler's vade mecum. 

marks on each fly, I hare therefore en- 
deavoured to point out the weather that most 
impels them to the water. There are many 
difficulties to overcome in making large flies, 
so as to deceive the trouts, in clear water, 
from the materials of which they are made 
being more or less changed by the action of 
the water, while the natural fly retains the 
full perfection of his colour ; it is necessary 
therefore to wet the dubbing a fly is made 
of, to see how far it supports the colour. 
Great attention should be paid to preserve 
the exact proportion of the body of the fly. 
I have met with many in^jmces where an 
exactness in that respect insured success ; 
while a flyniade frtm tbe vaoiB^ materials, 
but rather fuller in the4>ody,^ wms n^^hcted. 
Thie trouts dre quickHsigiUet^ wl wett ac- 
quainted with dieir gantie; ther^fose^ the 
closer riator<i is followed, the belter 4he 
chance orsuccessi Tkeie we t mamy. flie^ 
tiibU^ not regularly xm the water, mm for 
alt thab not the less pDiffedb^ iihe trants^ I 
have* addbd tto this' ^bllectiM as jxHay x)f the 
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aioi^t remarkable as I could find. Nature 
abounds itk such varieties^ that even in our 
flights of fimcy, it is not amiss to cast a 
glance at her. The tpider fiies afford a great 
nxkiy^ being of aH colours and siaes^ to 
soit a clear or dark water« It has been re^ 
commended to aU anglers to protide tbes^ 
selves with palmer flies, of different colours 
and sizes, and to be aogled with on a strange 
water, until the natural fljr is known« Th^T« 
are a numerous class of flies that hover oter 
rivers; they are disliii^ished by having 
their tWo fore legd longer than the rei^, and 
very fine ttitnsparent wings^ I« the ^r they 
have a perfect 24>pearanoe of the palmer or 
backle fly. i have nMde use df palmer flies 
resenbliDg them, and fouiid that th^y aii« 
iwered welL Both salmon and troots sire 
fond of springing iq) at them, when they ap.* 
proacb the surface of the water, which they 
do most on warm iianriy dli|yir MiA fine even-> 
ii^. In warm doudy Wifatber they fall 
much on the ws^n I have given a few 6f 
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them in different parts of the season, and re^ 
commend them to the attention of anglers. 

The state of the water is next to be con- 
sidered. The variety of shades which it as* 
4sumes after rain, requires an alteration in the 
dressing of; the flies ; and the size of the 
iiooksy the taste and judgment of those who 
imitate them» may here, be exerted to some 
advantage. When the water changes after 
a flood to a dark brown, the worm or minnow 
are first angled with^ being generally thought 
by anglers to be too dark and h^vy for the 
fly; but if the artiflctal fly is gangled with, 
it should be made more brilliant than riiature, 
in order to be distinguished by theflsh.. I 
have seen a fly made of red or. orange body 
ribbed with gold, and a red hackle over all, 
with the wild drake*s wing, take well. A 
black fly, ribbed with golti or silver, also 
shows well in the water. In proportion as it 
clears, a smaller fly should be angled with, 
and at last to return to the size and colour 
of nature, as near as possible. 

Though the weather is seldom favourable 
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in tbe beginning of the year for fly fishing, 
I have thought it but right to begin ivirti the 
first regular water flies I obserfed. ' 



FLIES FOR FEBRUARY. 

Plate the first. No. 1. This fly comes on 
the wafer, the beginning of this month, and 
continues, to come down e^ery day when the 
air i& free:fnom froM, until the end of March. 
Ue g^njerallyi conies Acmn about ten, when 
the morning is miki; The head and fore 
part oil the body are black ; the hind part 
dark red, tipped at the aid with black. I 
have found an imitation of him made with a 
hackle that is in part black, and a little red 
at the end» and the drake's, feather for the 
wings wfU taken in clear /water. It may. be 
also dressed with a black hackle, audit little 
Pieacock herl, in the hind part of .the. body : 
if the water is dark it might be ribbed with 
gold. 
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No. 2* A small datk browm A litiixlure 
of the hare's ear, with grey Wingi^ comei 
chiefly dawa oh c6ol sunny days. This 
makes a good fly in both March and April. 



VLIES FOR MARCH. 

No. a. Thi^ fly is generally called lUe 
Bltxe Dttn. He came on the wader tb^ year 
the 35th of the month* His wings are of a 
fln^ Kgbt grey, which he carries upright on 
iiie back. His body is of a bluish fur^ mixed 
with a httle yellow, rather more iildmed to 
icetlow in the fore part. His legs and Uigs 
ard giey. They come most on the water hi 
in dark cloudy days^ and they aH^ntie td 
come down till the tatter end of Alay. Their 
bdurs are from ten till two* I have git en two 
of them in the pkte^ to show th^ variation 
ia tiize. This fly takes bi^st in clear waien 

No. 5. The brown fly, or dun drake, catoe 
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onlbe water t|ie 38th of this month. This 
is ike first flj that fairly animates the troats, 
and makes them rise with spirit* Thej come 
down the rivers every warm sunny day. 
Their hours are from eleven till two. Few 
are seen when the weather is cold and cl6udy. 
They continue till the beginning of May. 
The body is of a light brown, mixed with a 
Httle dull red in the fore part, and ribbed 
with light yellow. The wings may be made 
from the feathers in the pheasant's wing. 
The legs and tags are light brown. It would 
be desirable to have a good imitation of this 
fly, as the trouts refuse every other when 
he is on the waten If the water is dark, k 
might be ribbed with gold, and a red hackle 
for the le^. This fly comes occasionally 
down daring the summer, chiefly after storms 
of rain ; he therefore makes a good general 
fly for dark water : he is also good for dib« 
btiog with. 

Na &. The peacock herl, t»d light grey 
wings, forms a good imitation' of this fly. 
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Chieflj found on the water in cold weather, 
both before arid after rain. His legs are in- 
'<5lined to red. * 

No. 7. A brown arid yellow mixture, with 
Hght grey wings. Cotnes chiefly down when 
the weather is mild, and th^kes a good fly 
in May, both morning arid evening. 



PLIES FOft APRIL. 

No. 8. The red fly. This fly's body aod 
legs are light red. The wings are a transpa- 
rent grey, and might be made from the light- 
est feathers of the ^vild drake. This makes 
ian excellent % for dark water, when ribbed 
with gold. 

No. 9. This fly I found chiefly in the 
mornings. The hackles that are part black 
and red, would answer, with the drake's fea- 
ther for the wings. 

7 
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Nd. 10. This fly coimesf on the water in 
wann weather^ and is well taken in dart 
water, when ribbed with, silver. 



General Remarks/or Febntarif, March^ 
and April. 

I have joined the remarks on these months 
togetheri as much i^riation takes plac^ in 
the coming in of the flies, chiefly owiag to 
a backward, or a warm spring; but When«^ 
ever mild op^ri weather happens in these 
iBOUths, and the water in oirder, the sport is 
eiicellent. The rivers we generally large 
at.this seaisbrr; therrfore large flies are the 
bes*. The size of the hooks generally vary 
aoeording to the size or depth of a river; 
and, even, on tke same river it is n^cdssary to 
vaiy the J^ze. The black, the dundrake^. 
ajid tbe:;red:fly, are all good. They may be 
drea^.somi^what larger; when th<s water is^ 
dark. If the water is : fine, the blue , dun, , 
the peacock herl, and the small brown fly 
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are good. In April the dun drake and fht 
blue dun are the greatest favonrites. The 
worm fishing and the minnow are good at 
this season. 



FLIES FOR MAY. 

No. 11. This is the first of the spid^ 
flies which I have observed. The large flies 
of this class are good for dibbling with. 
When made into an artificial fly, it is btst 
angled with on a windy day. The fore 
part of the body is inclined to a grey odour. 
The hind part brown, ribbed with ydlow. 
The legs are dark brown. These flies are 
of various sizes and oolonrs. They are ge* 
nerally imitated by feathers from the back 
and breast of the grouse, partridge, the 
woodcock^ golden-plover, starling, and ^ 
wren's tail. Most wild birds yidd featheri 
to suit their differ*nt tints. 
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No. 12. The black gnat for May. This 
if aa exoeUent fly, and well Jknowo to aiw 
^kjTS. He is imitated with Uack ostrick 
herl, and light grey wings. 

No. 13. A bfacfc fly, ^micfa oA the water 
in warm, windy weather. His body is quite 
black, with a black hackle Jbr the legs^ aad 
the win^ from the iiea^ers of the land-rail. 

No. 14. A smidl green mtdge, ribbed 
vidi yellow. 

No. 15, and the following number, are 
Wo small midges; the first is blackr the 
9ec<md is black, ribbed with yellow. Th« 
green midge, and th(9se Uack ones, are much 
taken on fine evenings in this month. 

^o. !?• The cowMluiig fly. This is a mix- 
t^^ of red wd yellow ; the wings from die 
Iwd*raiK (^ windy days it is best fisted 
with.. 



y Google 



16 TH£ A376LER^S VADE MECtJlil^ 

No. 18. A spider much on ihe water at 
this season; A black hackle, orer a body 
made of peacock herl, comes near to the ap» 
pearance of this spider. 

Plate thd second) No. 19. The fore part 
of this fly is orange ; the tail part green rib- 
bed with, jnellaw. I found him first on the 
water the 6th of this month. This fly comes 
on the water about one, when the weather is 
mild after rain. If the water is dark, it 
might be ribbed with gold, and a red hackle 
for the. legs. 

No. itO. A dark green mixture, with dull 
grey wings. The head is red. Comes On 
about nine in the morning, on cold bright 
days. 

No. 21. A dark mixture of the'hai-e's ear 
the legs are grey, and the wings nearly black. 
The body should be made very slender. I 
observed this fly first on the 12th of -this 
month. They come down the rivers most 
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after ihoireff ^ MiQ. It is an excdieot fly 
^ clear wattr. 

No.9S. A black and bmwB fly. This fly 
comes on the water in cold cloudy weather* 

No. fl*. This yelloir fly I first obsenred 
on tba I9th of this momh. He comes oti the 
water abont turehre when the W€fmher is 
warm. Hh wings are double^ ai^d of a pale 
yellow^ I have fiishod with a fly lik^ this in 
April, when the weather was mild, and found 
it take well. The coming in of a fly may 
be afltioipat6d> w&en it is that kind of wea- 
ther Aai agrees with their habits^ 

No. ^ A dark brown fly, oA the water 
the same day as the yellow fly. 

No. 25. A raiaH Uaok fly^ with red legs 
and light* brown wings. This fly is well 
(dbta by the tremlis^ 

No. its. The littig yeHow May fly. This 

B 
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fly I first observed oh the 19th of this inontb. 
His body may be made of the yellow roaN 
tin's fur. The wings are a pale yellow. 
This is a gbod fly oh a warm day when the 
water is clear; 

No. 37. A small black fly, With dark 
gtey wings. This fly and No. 23 comeiQ 
tdgether, and are both v^ell taken by the 
trouts. I have found a black hackle tied on 
with black $lk ahsWer very well for this 

fly. 

No 2S. A red fly. Tbeh^adahd wii^ 
of this fly are black. The only time I have 
seen this fly take the water is after a storm 
of rain. It makes a good fly for dark wa- 
ter. 

O^neral Remarks for Mayi 

In cloudy and cool weather, the little blue 
dun continues to come down to the end of 
this mouth, with No. 21. They are often 
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on the water together. The prevalence of 
easterly winds in this month make a greai 
-variation in the flies coming on the waten 
The yellow flies are chiefly on in mild wea« 
ther. The small black flies are more hardy, 
and are more generally on. A black fly 
ribbed with silver, and a brown fly ribbed 
with gold> are well taken in thi» month, 
when the water is dark. 



FLIBS FOR JUNE. 



No. Q9* The body of this fly. is of a shin- 
ing blacky dark bluish grey wings ; falls 
niQch on the water when the air is heavy 
^ and warm. 

No. 30. A green mixture. The green 
peacock herl combes very near to the appear* 
ance of this fly ; the head and legs are red. 

No. 31. This fly I hate found mnoh on 
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Mdabtrnt the fiver side, wb^n there wis« 
Ugiit breeiie of wind. He maj lye imitated 
i/rith the water* rat^s fiir, with a little ye\loir 
mixed with it in the tail part« If the water 
is dark, a black hackle might be added for 
the legs. I have found this a good fly. 

No. 33. This black fly comes on the wa« 
ter in warm gloomy weiaher. He has a spot 
of red near to each wing, and his body rib- 
bed with white, with double grey wings 5 a 
good fly for dark water. 

No. 33. A small orange fly, with light 
grey wings ; a good fly for clear water and 
a warm day. 

No. 34. A white moth, good for an 
evening fly. 

No. 35. A small black and red fly ; a 
good fly after soft showers of rain. 

No. 36. The black goat for JttDe> The 
7 
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im of tfaos^ flies I observed was on f l^e €lb 
of this moiilh. Tbey fly in great numbers 
oyer the surface of the water, and are gene- 
rtUjr found on it after showers of rain. 
These continue favourites with the trouts 
until the latter end of July. 

Plate die Third, No. 3?. A small brown 
fly. Tl^ is an excellent fly ; he may be 
inilaled with a red hackle, and the wings 
from the feathers of the woodcock. 

No. 38. There are many varieties of co« 
touis in the bodies of those brown flies for 
June. The evening is the time they take 
best. Their wings are double, and may be 
made from the feathera of a brown hen; 
their legs are red ; the hind part of this fly* 
is yellow tim>ed with red* 

No. 39. A small dark brown for Jmie* 
These flies come in at the same time as the 
light brown, and continve the whole of this 
aumth. The lega and horns at their bead. 
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of all those brown flies, are red ; the wifig^ 
may be made from the woodcock's wing* 

No. 40. A brown and yellow fly j the 
wings from the landrail. 

No. 4 1 . This is a small change in the co- 
lour of the dun drake ; his body and legs are 
more inclined to red, and his wings lighter, 
and approach near to the drake's feather. 
He comes down after rain. 

No. 42. A small black and brown mix- 
ture, much on the water when there is a 
cool breeze of wind. 

Nos. 43 and 44 are two sptder-flies. The 
first is good for dear water ; he is composed 
of yellow and green. The second is orange 
and brown; the legs of both are dark 
brown. 

No. 45, The gi«en drake. This fly I 
perceived first on the llth of tliis mdntb. 
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The general colour of bis body is green, 
with a bright spot of yellow near the wings, 
and divided with brown. The brown divi- 
sions might be made with peacock herl, and 
a red or light brown hackle for the legs and 
lags; the wings are made frpm the wild 
drake's feathers dyed yellow. This fly is 
much esteemed by anglers ; if the water is 
small^ h^ does best for dibbling with. 

No. 46. A light brown fly. The fore- 
part of the body of this fly might be made 
with peacock herl. 

No. 47. A small orange and green fly. 
This fly chiefly comes down the rivers in 
the evenipgs when the weather is warm. 

No. 48 to 50 are three specimens of the 
dark brown flies. They may be all imitated 
with a red hackle for the legs, and the wings 
from the woodcock. 

No. 51. This fly may be imitated from 
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the water- r^'$ fur; the wings are doul^e, 
aiul may be b^d from tbe laDdmil^s wing* 
TbiP m$k9$ a good fly. 

Plate th« Fourth, No. 43. Another of 
tb^ brown flieir tipped with red at the tail 
p»rt. 

No. 53. A pea green fly. This fly I 
found on the Tweed the 121th of this month. 
He has very fiw light grey wings, which he 
carries upright on his back, l^is honrs are 
from one tilt three in the afternoon* Au 
imitation of him is best taken when the wa- 
ter i3 clear. 

Nq, ^4« A Ismail orange and green fl/ 
of the spider kind* This fly is good for 
clear water. 

No. 65. This is commonly called th9 
large May fly. I have frequently met with 
him in May, but had not seen him take the 
"wmv befow this time* Hq csmf^t bis 
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wioga on hin bfickt i^nd freqoieiitly shakes 
tb^ «s bfi goes dowQ the streani, where he 
sddooi ^Ki^apes beiog caught He is much 
used for dibbtiug with. The body is a mix» 
tora of Mack and yellow^ witii a liule bright 
yeUow worked ia ttear the hetel ; the legs 
we brown* 

No. 56 to 58 are three spider*flies ; their 
iega^are aU dark brown. 

No. 59. A Mack fly found on the Tweed ; 
the hind part of the body is of a diining 
black i the legs are red, with grey wings. 

No. 60. I found this fly take well in 
<krk water; Uie body an4 legs are quite 
black> with grey speckled wings. 

No. 61. From this olass of fliesi keeping 
Qiostly in the air, I have tidi^en the liberty to 
CfiJl them the atrial fliea. J hare already re-> 
marked their eacact appearance to a pahner 
fly» wJhen in the air » and I mt^ke no doubt 
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that palmer flies made of their different co- 
lours would be well taken. I have adgled 
with an imitation of this fly, and found ittake 
well with large trouts, notwithstanding a 
bright sunshine and clear water. The body 
was made of bright yellow silk, and a red 
hackle over it. The hackles for those flies 
should not be put on too close. 

No. 62. This is another of the atrial flies. 
The fore part of the body might be made 
with peacock herl, the remaitider green, and 
a red hackle over all. 

No. 63. A dark-brown fly, found on the 
Gala water. That part of the tegs next the 
body are black, the ends red; the wings 
from the speckled feather of the rtioorfowl. 

No. 64. This fly I also found on the 
Grala water. I have met with only a few of 
those flies. The hind part of the body is a 
mixture of the water-rat's fur, and a little 
yellow mixed, rather more yellow near th^ 
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h«ad; the legs and tags are brown; the 
wings are grey, and stand upright on his 
back as he goes down the water. 

Plate the Trfth, No. 65. This fly might 
be imitated with a body of peacock herl, and 
a dark red hackle. It would answer well 
for a large water, when ribbed with gold. 

No. 66. A green mixture, with the wings 
from the landrail ; the head is red. 

Nos. 67 and 68 are two small midges; 
Iheir bodies are of a green mixture ; good 
cin fine evenings^ when the water is clear. 

No. 69^ A green and yellow spider fly. 
The legs are brown j a good fly for clear water. 

No. 70. This fly might be called the black 
dra^e ; his motion of flyitig in the air is si- 
milar to the green drake. His wings are of 
a bright amber colour, and transparent ; the 
body and legs are black, ribbed with white. 
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This woald make an eKq^Ueot fly when ibe 
i/rater is dark. 

No. 71. This fly I found on the Gala 
ivater) o» the 90th of thUi ipoftth ; they were 
liaaierQus aboat the river side. The lore 
part of the body ^\d legs are black, the bind 
part red ; he has targe doubte wijig«, wkh 
strong marking in them. 

No. 72. The fore part of this fly is a 
green mixture ; the hind part a shade of pink^ 
much resembling peacock herl; the wings 
are greea* Found on the Gala wa»ter. 

No. 73. This fly is orange and green. 
The legs and tags m^y be made with a ced 
bAckle^ 

No. 74. A black %5 good for warm 
windy weather* He i$^ then found nueh 
about the riyem. 

No, 7^« The great moth ; fowid on &o^ 
evenings. A good fly for dibbling with. 
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No. 7^ This r«d fly dititini firoin tbe oiiis 
I have already given ; his legs are btaek, and 
a more brilliant red in the body. 

No. 77ft This fly I first o{»erved on the 
94th of this momh. H^ appears generally 
in the afternoon ) be flies back i^d forward 
over the surface of the wat^; the trout^ 
eagerly spring at them. The body is green^ 
rather darker in the fore part; the legs are 
grey, and the horns at his head are speck* 
led like the drake's fl?ath^ ; fbe wings are 
doubW) and dark brown. 

No. 78. This is a small fly, of the same 
bay ts as the last menUoned ; neither can bear 
mnch of the heat of the sua. In tiie aftet^ 
noon, or wbefi the sui^ is donded, ate tbe 
tkaes they are vnost over the water. The 
body is a dark mixture of the hare*s ear; the 
wings dark brown, marked with white spots. 

No. 79. A sm^l red fly. This fly ge» 
nerally appeals aboM the rtirers in warm 
w^eather; he might be imitated with a red 
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hackle^ or a feather from the partridge tail for 
the wingSk 

No. 80. A small midge that takes well 
on fine evenings. He moves along the sur- 
face of the water with great rapidity; the 
fore part of the body is black, the rest yellow. 
I have imitated him by leaving a little jeU 
low silk loose at the end^ which answered 
very well. 

Plate the Sixth, No. 81. A spider fly^ 
with an orange body, and light brown wings. 
A good fly in clear water. 

No. &2. A small spider, I have e'etn 
come down the rivers in warm weather. He 
might be made witl]( a red hackle that has a 
black vein in the centre. The body is iM'awQ^ . 
with a red edge to it. 

General Remarks for June. 
In this month the weather gets warna^ and 

6 
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settled ; a great variety of flies are the conse- 
quence ; therefore an angler must exert his 
judgment in the selection of those most ap- 
proved by the trouts. When the water is 
clear, the yellow flies may be angled with ; 
tbpy continue till near the end of this months 
A good imitation of the little black midge 
for June will be found very useful ; the small 
brown flies in clear water; the large ones 
are best in the nciornings or evenings; the 
cad-bait may be fished with in this month, 
with great success; the trouts are remarkably 
fond of them. I have taken trouts in March 
with the fly, when I found in their stomachs 
a number of the stone cases that enclose the 
cad-bait; the floods frequently force them 
ofl* the stones to which they are attached. 
The gentle or maggot is also good at this sea- 
son. 



FLIES FOR JULY. 

No. 83. This makes an excellent fly for 
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the remamder of the deasM^ though not $o 
well taken in the be^inniog of this tnotui^ 
on account of the n«rmeroM quantity of flies 
and iiiidgei» that faH on the water in heavf 
gloomy weather. He h best fisb6d with 
in clondy. weaker, after soft Viewers, to 
warm sanny weather he is found creeping 
on the stoned in the dry part of the bed d? 
a river. He is of ihe same shape as; the 
black and red #y, No. 1. After that fly 
goes out some smaller ones are ocoasionaHy 
seen, when the weather is warm with light 
showers ; bm they are not general mitil this 
month. The body is blacky wHh a Ktde 
dull redi in the hind part ; grey wings whkh 
he carries flat on his back. Tb^ art nii*^ 
merous^ and wdl liked by the trquts* 

No. 84. This is i singular fly in form. I 
found him on the river Esk, in the evening. 
The tail part appears to have a very small 
communication with the body. I have met 
with, on different rivers, some of the same 
shape, but differing in size and colottr. Tfeis 
fly is red both in body and legs, with a tip 
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trfW^k at Ihe enki of the tail; red brown 
viogs, which he carries upright on his back. 

No. 85. A dark mixture of the hare's ear, 
with dark grey wings. This is one of the 
many flies that are bred under stones in beds 
of rivers. I found some with their wings up- 
right, ready for flight; while with others 
they were close attached to their back, not 
being in so forward a state. 

No. 86. A small brown spider, much 
about the rivers in the evenings; his wings 
are grey, with brown spots. 

No. 87. A small evening fly, with light 
grey wings. This fly I have met with a 
aze or two smaller. 

No. 88. There are few of these brown 
flies to be met with in this month. They 
appear to go out with June. This fly has a 
rici orange colour in the hind part. 
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No^. 89 iifod go are two kdtU brdnni 
iriidg^s^ tiiBt cdme iu Mrith this ttlohih. TiiS 
first is dark brown, the second light brown • 
the legs of bdtB are light red.'> The^ ap^^ar 
to be miniatures df the browti iSies itf Jiliie. 
They are excellent flies fot dear Water. 
They are nnrtierously found dh plants by 
the river side, in fine weather; 

No. 91. A black fly, fbuiid feost 6fi i\ii 
water in warm gloomy weather. A good 
fly for dark ivater. 



No. 92. A brown itibth ; a gbdd ^r^ing 
fly. The wings might be made from the 
fe^thei-i^ of afl owl'S Wiii^. 

No. 93. A small orange and gfb^ii fly, 
good for clear water and a warm day ; also 
at good eventing fly. 

N6. 94. A greeti arid brttl^ felxtuife. 

No. 95. This spider-fly would answer 
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IWB fot dark w«ef. They are tit various 
isaisM. ' V ... 

r • 

Ko.96. Afi dfaftge fly for eMs nWutt^. 
lie faftd iltto iii^k-gtey vtiiigs { feftthers froiA 
the wings of a UiteUlifd w^ld ani^i^er'; He 
takes best in warm gloomy weather. He 
fii«y bte ift&dtr SttiaHer. 

' l^£tte tii«^S«9edth, N04 d7w A, black .fl^. 
I liaise ifaet wifbibveif^ of these firesi on dif- 
fefeAtti?^. Hift body is Hbbtd with yel- 

' • ' 

No. 98. A small black fly, reafau^kabk 
in his shape. He has a brown spot, mixed 
With ihe blatt, deaf hi^ witigl I h&ve sten 
many of these flies bn the Gdtt water dnd 
the Tweed. 

Noi^/ A light bMwn spider-fly. His 
legs are speckled; the moorfowl hackle 
wotild Cdrfie Aear to biil appeftranoe. 
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No. 100. A browaspideti with grey 
speckled legs. I have fished with an imita- 
tion of this spider in April and May, and 
found it take well on different rivers. The 
body was made of peacock herl, and a gri^- 
zled cock's hackle for the legs. 

No. 101. There are a numerous class of 
these flies. On warm sunny days they are 
found on plants by the river side. Their 
general ccrfour is a dull yellow, or black and 
yellow mixture; their heads and legs are 
red ; and their wings from the landrail's fea<» 
thers. This fly is inclined to orange in the 
tail part. 

No. 102. This fly is of the black and 
yellow mixture. 

No. 103. This fly I found on the Tweed. 
He is of a brown mixture; the head is red« 

No. 104. This fly is of the black and 
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yeliow: sux^ace in the fore part of his body ; 
Uie hind part yellow. 

. Nbw> 105. Mem are two :flies that have 
aslrong^fesenibiaiice to^ the peacock bert; 
die first is iniclincd to the greeo, the other to 
the red kind ^ their legs are red, with grey 
wings. . They are found mosdy on * the 
water in warm cloudy weather. When the 
Sim shines bright they are found on the 
plants by the rirer side. They may be madei 
ofasoialler ^dze. 

No. J07. This Ay is incKned to green in 
the hind part. 

No. 108. The dark-blue fly. A good 
imitation of this fly is well taken by the fish. 
The body might be made with soft blue silk, 
ai;() a btack hackle under the wings. The 
hind part is ribbed with black, which nvight 
be done with ostrich her). The head is red, 
an^ dark grey wings. This fly is also good 
for dibbling with. 
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. No. 109. Are two sptider.flifis^fMith goo^ 
for clear weather* . m 

Nb. 111. This /Ay n found in imnibto, 
flying oir^r riff rs in Ihe rrenkiggjyartiaihffit 
If before rain. This fly is Jivefl taken by thfe 
fhh,^ Bmh. body an^ legs lar $ ' bo^Wh^ a^ 
this wings ^^cdded with dark-^Wn. 

f f . r . . 

(•'. .■■',',. ' > . ■ 1 . . ' 

No. 1 12. A smaH oi^rige fly w«th lig^ 
bro«m wing8« Tl>ese flies are best on watm 
days. They are not so num^ovis aa tbe 
orange flies with the grey wings. Those 
kind jof flies xrary in size to ihefimallest hook. 

Plate the Eighth, No. 1I3. A mixture 
Qf hlac]t and,jie%vj ^^sriggs from fee Jwd- 
rail. , . 

No. U4. A ?in*ll W^cfc and \mmn fly> 
gpod for ?li5af ^ajpr^ 

, ' ' » • •/ 
No. 115, Aap»ll gre«p fl;jr, wjtfe light 
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Ifcmra wiilgs^ An imilation of this ily takes 
well with small trouts. 

No. 1 Ii6. An orange and green fly. I 
found this fly dn tfae 16th of this ihonth ; he 
comes most on the water after soft showers* 
His hours are from one till three ^ and, when 
tlm itfvtDk^fjs are warm, from seven till 
nine. 

No. 117* These are two spider flies* I 
have found the blue s|)ider take well with sea 
ttosASf' dressed in the body with sbft blue 
silk^ and a black hackle over all. 

No. 11 9* This is a small change in the 
dua drake; the hind part is inclined to green, 
ribbed with yellow, and a bright yellow tip 
a;t the epd. I found an imitation of him, 
with a red hackle and the drake's wing, take 
well when the water was a little coloured ; 
when the water is dark, it should be ribbed 
with gold, and a gold •tip at the end. He 
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slill coBtinues to come down after heavjr 

rains. ' . r . 

No. 120* A greca mixtut'e, \yith a red 
head, the wings from the landraiU 

No. 121. A black fly, with brown wiegs^ 
spotted with yellow j the hind part of the 
body is of a shining black. I have met 
with only a few of those flies. 

No, 132. A small red fly- Bright sunny 
weather is. best for this fly. A «featter 
from the cock pheasant answers to bia 

wings. 

No. 123. A small curious black fly, 
found on the Gala water^ The body black, 
and the legs light red, and fine .light grey 
wings. 

No. 124. A green, fly, with pale yellow 
wings, found at Roslin, after soft showeis of 

19 
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»ifi« This appears like a change from the 
little yellow May fly. 

No. 12^» A dark brown fly» found chief- 
ly on the water in warm cloudy weather ; 
the legs and tags are red, and the wings a 
very fine light grey. 

Nos. 1S6 and 137 are two flies of the 
same kind, which I have given to show their 
variation in size. The fore part of the body 
is a dull grey, the bind part dark brown, rib« 
bed with yellow. These flies were nume- 
rous on different rivers, from the 21st of this 
month, until the beginning of August. The 
wings from the landrail. 

No. 12«. A brown mixture, with the 
wings from the landrail. This fly I found 
more nutnerous at Roslin than in any other 
pa:rt, chiefly in soft showery weather. 

No. 129. A small green fly, with fine 
light grey wings. I first observed this fly 
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OB the ^d 9^ Jlji?; vfkfm\i, .{i|e qoO^s most 
on the water in soft sho^#rj^ tf^atbdlr, Tliejr 
were numerous on the Gala water and the 
Jw?e4, ]fqth 4p ^^^ ill«flJh\ and Ai^ftist. 
Tt^^yaps^gr y^fpf «Jewr watCT. The 
Wy ;?ti^»i4 ^ filrfga^d yery small ; fe?, bai^ a 
bright tip of yellow at jt^p ^enii» with f leo 
green tags ; his hours are from one till three 
ifl Jhe afteipc^n, 

N<?. I^Q, A «C«»n ipixtiwe ribbed with 
yfjlow. Thjpse fti#g sMjr b» ,v^9^ Uf the 
small^t jippl^ Tt^y ^re (^i^y an even- 
ijfg fly ; ljght>reifft wipg9* ^ 

Plate the Ninth, Np. J31, ftnd the two 
following numbers, are three moth flies, good 
for evpnfpg fishing; TbfSe are jroly a few 
9f wl^a); n9.ti}f;e ' produCies of tbi^ kind, all 
difjfprin^ ^n ?Qloftr TU^ most gaudy colottr^ 
that can \}p pfp^ipufed iA feajthers^ cannot sur«* 
pass the beauty of their wings. 

No. 134. This fjy is dark green^ ipixed 
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wiUi a Jit^le yellow ib tfte fot^ part, »o4 rib- 
bed witb yeUow ; the bm4/Wd kg^fi'^^ 4^^ 
red. There are many varieties of these fU^ 
about the water, both in thb month and 
August. 

No. 135. A small green fly, with light 
Iwown wil^g% gJWd for fiiie evewijgs, on 
cl^ar water. 

^o* I9lx I bwr? seen puqi^l^era flf these 
fli?p, Mfp op t|3ie wf^t§r> ii» lyar^ ^Uf^y 
wpjrtlier J (fee fore mir^ pf ^his fly is npiur to 
the tjwj of p^p<>eJc Jh^rf, ^ rpg^inder is 
white, with a tip of red a^ the end. The 
lef§:afl<})6agsiari5grey^ 

NPf 137. T^ Ufge brown fly is cl)i)?fly^ 
about the riv^r^, Ute }n ^venjings. A good 
fly for dark water, and large running streams. 
la the tail par( he is inc)iQ(B4 to or^qge ; t^ie 
wiqg^ fropa a J?rowp hep. ^ 

No. 138. The wings of this fly are specie* 
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led like the partridge feather. They generali/ 
appear in the evening of a bright sunnjr 
day. 

No. 1S&. A dark brown mixture, with 
¥ery dark grey wings* 

No. 140. A small black fly, with Kght 
grey wings. 

No. 141. The fore partofthisfly is brown; 
the 'hind part red, ribbed with yellow; the 
head and legs are red, wings from the land* 
rail. These flies continue during August. 

No. 142. A black fly with red legs, and 
white wings ; the body, and about the head, 
is ribbed with white. This fly comes about 
the rivers in warm sunny weather. 

No. 143. A red hackle, ribbed with yel- 
low, would answer for this fly; They are 
very numerous about the latter end of this 
month. 
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No. 144« A bluish ^een body, ab^ck 
hacl^le, and light grey wiogs. A fly v^ry 
numerous about the Gala water and iiyt 
Tweed at this season. 

No. 145* A small brown fly, found mucli 
«n the Gala water» the 24th of this xnondi« 

No, 146. The fore part of this fly is grey ; 
the hind part is yellow, ribbed with brown ^ 
4be legs are red. 

No. 147» A black aerial fly. An Tmiti^. 
tion of this fly might be made with a black 
hackle* They abound most on cloudy days, 
with $hower& 

Plate the Tenth, No. 148. A dark brown 
mixture, witli a small spot of red near each 
wing ; the legs are red ; found on the Tweed. 

No. 149* This fly has a fine red in the 
ibre part, the hind part a shining black* 
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1^6.150. The body of this Ify^fs^feick, 
fbe tail part pink, lipped W^ bD^iiCk, Ih^W^ 
wings, and red Ifegs ; found oW ihe T\Veed. 

No. 151. A black fly found on the Gala 
water, aifter sfcdWe^ of rahr ; ffcf hft$ two 
small dowtiy feaf^ers ai his head, add sbi^ 
grey wings. 

No. l^S. 1:iiis fly is ^etiAidt lA hid loMti, 
his body is composed of pinfe £md bittbk ; li^ 
has red legs, and brown wings ; found on 
the tweed. 

No. 155. This fly ih th6 fdre part ikdti 
brown mixntre, the hind part blsU^k, iilibeA 
with yellow ; the legs are red ; found also on 
the Twfed. 

General Remarks for July* 

This is the haltr^st nibnth with fh^ thmts, 
they are ibei*efdre hard W pledse. The 
myriads of midges and other rare flies that 
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fall on the water, renders their food in great 
abundance* After showers is a good time 
to angle for them. If there is a breeze of 
wind, stt macfi the better. The flies re- 
tire to theif ))laces of safety before a thun- 
der storm, the trouts will not rise well on that 
acclonnt ; though before a storm of that kind 
t have seen them take the minnow very 
greedily. The brown flies nearly disappear 
in this month: when they do come forth, it is 
ifi the evfeding of a sunny rfay; the black 
gnat after showers, ahd those flies made of 
peacock herl, and the orange flies, are good 
in warin cloudy weather. The small spider 
flies, and the dark blue fly, are well taken, 
both in this month and August ; besides a 
6umi[>er of other good ones, I have given 
(or this month, which an angler*s own judg- 
thent will point out to him, according to the 
size of the river he angles on. If he tackle 
at this season should be very fine. 
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FLIB8 FOR AUGUSf • 

No. 154. A black fly, nbbe4 with ydlow 
in the bind part ; dull grey wiogs. 

No. 165. A small fly, with black ia the 
body, and the legs are red, with fine light 
grey wings^ 

Na 156. A small fly that hovers over 
the surface of the water in this month ^ it 
differs a little from the one in July. The 
body is green, and a grizzled cock's hackle 
for the legs. 

No. 157. This differs from those. of his 
kind which I have already given. His body 
and wings are of a pale brown ^ the t^ 
part is ribbed with white, and a tip of oraiige 
at the end. Found in the evening. 

No. 158. I observed this fly first on th^ 
loth of this month. There are three varieties 
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of them ; their hours are from one till three, 
and are most numerous after soft showers. 
This fly is pale pea-green, tipped with yel- 
low in the tail ; the legs and tags are the 
same colour as the body ; the wings are a 
fine clear grey, which he carries upright on 
his back. 

No. 159. A peacock herl, with black 
legs, which is the only difference from thos^ 
already given. 

No. 160. This fly has orange in the 
forepart; the legs and tags are the same 
colour ; the hind part pea-green, with a tip 
of yellow at the end. 

No. 16 1. The body and legs of this Ay 
are pea^green, the head is red, and a tip of 
yellow at the end ; the wings are of a differ* 
ent shape from the other two, but. exactly 
the same colour. These flies are best taken 
when the water is clear. 

D 
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No. 16^. These flies are a specioieftr df 
some that I have found on plants^ by the 
riv^r side, in July, but I neglected Intfoduc^ 
ing them until this month, when I fonocl 
them take the water On warm cloudy days. 
They have a manner of hopping from on^ 
plant to another without any seeming efbrfe 
of their wings. They are of various colours. 

Plate the Elev^tith, No. 165. A smaH 
green fly, much about the water on warih 
sunny days. 

No 166. A brown mixture of the hare's^ 
esir with light brown wings. 

No. 167. I found this fly return more re- 
gularly, to the Water froln the 19t)i.of.tliis 
month. Whcfn this weiitbfer was fine he 
cacbe down both tnorning and evemng,^ i 
found a yellow, or a greetiishryftllow bodjr^ 
and a red haekle, with the drake's featbet 
for the wings, taken very Well fw him j il 
n 
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iffigfit be riBberf with gold when the wateir is 
dafi, and a tip of yellow at the end. 

No, i^^. This fly diners from the former 
ones by having his wings of a dark grey, 
ioclioed io bfown. After warm snowers he 
appears iHost. 

No. 169. I found this fly on tlie Gala 
water. The fore part of the body is grey, 
t&e rest orange ; the head, and the tip at the 
tair, ar^ fjtack. 

No. 1^5. A smalt black spider. This 
spider is well taken by the fish. A black 
hac^ie over a body, inade with black ostrich 
Uert, gives a good imitation of him. 

I^o. l7i* About Hie middle btitiid month 
j I observed the brown flies returu to the water, 
I somewhat more brilliant in their colours than 
i thofi^ in June. This one I observed on the 
i Craia water, the fore part rea, the hind part 
' a fine pea^green, tipped with red ; the wings 
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of this %, when held to the light, appear 
yellow, with small shades in them. The 
drake's feather, dyed yellow, would answer 
very well, and a red hackle under the wings. 

No. 179. A small brown fly, much on 
the water in the evening of a bright day. 
The fore part of this fly is of a dark brown. 
The wings from a brown hen. 

No. I73» 1 have here repeated two of the 
small flies which I have already given for 
July, they are too good to be neglected. 
The first is black in the body, the second 
varies from Jlight to a darker red in the hind 
part. The best time to angle with thein is 
in cloudy weather, and after soft showers ; 
they make excellent flies both for this month 
and September^ I have seen them well 
taken when the water was brown. 

No. 175. This fly has yellow in the hind 
part, tipped with red ; the wings are inclined 
to yelloWif 
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No. 176. The hind part of this fly is of 
a light red; the wiogs from a brown hen. 

No. 177. This fly has a green inclined 
to yellow in the body ; a red hackle for the 
legs, and tipped with red at the end ; brown 
wings, 

No. 178. A small light brown, inclined 
to yellow in the hind part. A good fly for 
a fine day and clear water. 

No. 179. This fly I found on the Tweed. 
His body and legs are red; the wings inclin* 
ed to yellow. 

No. 180. This fly has a pale yellow body 
and legs ; the wings green* I have seen this 
fly well taken on the Tweed, in fine even* 
ings, when the water was clear. 

General Remarks for August* 
Iri this month there is a great iaclinatipn 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



54 TH? ^JfGLgp's yj^pfMfcy^. 

jn tl^e }jjj(>^y of the ^je? IM?^ af fl| gre^ii, tipped 
at the taij with fed or yellqy, T|i§ gpa* 
green flies take best when the water is clean 
The dun drake coipe§ x>f\ tljg ?vater yegi^ pf-^ 
tCR in ^his ffiORtlj, ^ijd n?§y t)e rM^f} Mi«pg 
its regulaf flies^ if jthe ^f(t$r i{| p|f^r- } hs^fl 
seen a 'greenish yellow body and an Ofangf; 
or yellow hackle over it, taken very well for 
him. When tfif W^t^r i§ !^ar1>, a rejj t^^^kle^ 
and rjf)bed with gojd ^n4 l^hp ^r^lf?*? fe^her 
for the wings ; in bqth these, Yf^ys^ J \me^ 
found fish of a good size take them well. 
The sqaall blaqk fl\e? fcjr clppdy d^ys, $f|id 
the ^rown oi^^p fpf I]|pg|\t id.9ys. Tl¥J 
small green fly, No. 129, when ^e^ >yftt^r is 
clear and low, particularly after light 
showfrs. The first fipoc^ tl^^t h£tp]]|ei^ fo^ 
warjds the en^ qf this ijcipptl?^ \)^e ?M>VJR9l f JiR 
may be angled witj^. T^e p^ftipdl^r V^^t 
thod I have exp4inf4 iij \l^p nifffi^ 9A ftl|e* 
ing. 
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Flips FOR SBFTBMBER. 

Plate the Twelfth, No. 18 K This fly 
tpin^ ip wixjfi this n^opt^i; thc^y are numerous 
and well taken by the trouts, I found an 
imitation of him with the hare's ear answer 
w^U. His yifings are a dullgi^y, a^d logger 
th^n his body* 

. No. 182. A pale green fly with grey 
wings, and a grizzled cocl^'s hackle for the 
legs. I found a f?w of those flies on th« 
Tw^ed. 

No. 183, and l^e following number, are 
tyq of JJie aeri^ flies of the most prevailing 
ccjours in thii^ mcMf^th. The fir^t is of a green 
cast ; the second dark brown. 

No. 185. A large brown fly. Found on 
thf Twj?ed^ ^he I Ith o( |his month, in warnj 
cign^y v^ather. Th^ hind part is inclined 
IP q^anfte, nb^pd with yellowy; the wings arp 
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shaded; and, when held to the light, are of 
a yellow cast. 

No. 186. A small brown fly; mudh on 
the water, and well tak^n. The body i« 
finely ribbed with yellow. 



No. 1 87. This is another change in the 
dun drake. The body and legs m^ of a 
green mixture, rather inclined to yellow, 
and the wings a darker grey. * Comes ^n 
the water from twelve till three ; and con^ 
tinues to come down in October, when the 
weather is mild. * 

No. ISS.'^A spider-fly of a green mixture^ 
and ribbed with yellow ; a little inclined to 
blue in the fore part; the legs arc ^teult 
brown. . ..u 

No. 1 89. Here are two flies of the same 
kind, they differ only in size ; the first was 
found on the rivei^ Esk, the second on ibA 
Tweed. These flies came on the water about 
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the middle of this month ; they are much on 
the water through the day, and well taken 
by the fish. The fore part of the body is 
dark brown, when looked at in the sun it 
has the same effect as peacock herl. . The 
hind part is of a dull red, ribbed with yellow ; 
the legs are red. These make excellent flies, 
either for dark or light water, and continue 
during October if the weather proves fine. 

No. 191. This fly I have met with near 
the end of this month. The body is of a 
bluish-green, ribbed with yellow ; and dark 
grey wings. Continued on the water in Oc- 
tober, when the weather was warm. 

Is* No. 192. A dark green fly, with black 
Itgs, lind light grey wings. Comes on about 
the beginning of October^ and is much about 
the rivers in cloudy weather. 

■ No. 193. A large spider fly. The body 
ill a mixture of black and yellow, ribbed 
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with ypllow ; grey in the fore part ; the legs 
lar^ ijark brown. 

No. 194. A Small fly that comes Qut 
y^ry numerous in pctober. The bc^y i^ 
light brown, and the legs are black ; with 
light grey wings» This fly continue? dar- 
ing the winter months, to come put in the 
middle of the day, when the suA sbin.^a 
warm, even when the ground is covered with 
sno)y. And, when a ijiild day happep^ in 
February^ I bav^ ^een him take th^ w^t^r. 

Ilfo. 195. Tbi? fly J fir§t observed i^*r 
the end of Qctqber, aad he pQntiau^4 te 
come down in November from the mildness 
ftf the w^ath^r, wd \h^ troitfs wer^ ^oMve 
in riling to th^m a§ if it had b^ii th# VB^i^ 

(4 summer. The body is pf th§ yy^jer rant's 

fur, mixed with % lUtte yi^lloj^ ift th? fof^ 
part ; the head is red, and a dull tip of yellow 
^% tlie .^wl ; tte l^g;^ and tgg^ are gitey, ^nd 
tbfi wingg am pf 9, grejr, iocUDiog t,ft biOFiJ- 
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General Remarks for September. 

With the flies for this month may be ad- 
(le4 the ):;ro]yn ^ies for 4^ugust, which con- 
tinue to come down ^he riyers, if the weather, 
prqve? fine. 4^ in the hegipning of the se?.- 
soq, a pojd spring makes tl^em l^te ip ppm^ 
^^g fof grard, so the winter inakie^ theip rer 
ti^e sooner or later as it sets in. This year 
was rew^k^hle for the ipildqes^ qf the vV^a- 
tt^er;^ ^(^ iqach so, ths^t til) near th^ end of 
October the ^ies continued to come down, 
and Qiany in November, though none so re- 
gi|lar as the )^st fly in this collection. The 
large flies may be angled wi^h at thi? season, 
as in (he spriqg ^ when floqds batppen, the 
s^rppn roe taKes wibU, i^nd the worm-fishing 
WfflQda^thi^tim^. 
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FISHING WITH THE NATURAL FLT. 



This method is practised when the water 
IS clear. A long rod and a short line. There 
should be a few lengths of gut looped to the 
hair line. If there are some small bushes by 
the hank side, so much the better, as it is 
good to keep out of sight of the fish. The 
hook is put though the body of the fly, im- 
mediately under the wings j then you dip or 
dil>t>le on the surface of the water, where 
fronts are seen to rise. Some anglers put 
two flies on the hook, allowing their heads to 
be in different directions. 

Another method is practised when the wa- 
1^ is clear, and large flies coming down the 
river, it is then difficult to get any large 
imitations that will please the fish The way 
then is, to put two or three flies on yoar 
hook, — throw them in at the top of the 
stream»^et them sink a Uttle, then follow 
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thein down the strerati, as m worin*fishing. 
This method I have seen very successtuU 



THE MINNOW FISHING* 

MiDnows are found in March, if the wea* 
ther is mild* They are taken with a small 
red worm, and a small hook. The middle 
sizedi onesd and the whitest, are esteemed the 
best ^ When the water is clear, the morn* 
iqH wl evenings are the best times to fish 
With them ; but if the water is coloured,- ihey 
may be angled with at any time of the day. 
The tackle should be strong, and that most 
in use is made up with three hooks. The 
lower hook is put in at the head and out at 
the tail ; the middle hook i» allowed to lie 
on the back of the minnow ; the upper hook 
is fixed in the head. There should be shot bn 
the line sufficient to sink the minnow mid- 
way in the waten The quantity must de- 
pend on the rapidity of the stream. The 
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manner of using it, is to ifirdW it acrosi iUh 
stream and, fcy a geiitle nSofiori of the rod, to 
draw it towards you. Care should be taken 
that the swivels are in good order, and that 
the minnow is a little bent on the hooks, 
which makes it spra found heiikf in Jhe wa-» 
ter. When a fish takes the bait, allqw him 
to turn with it ; for if you strike too &on 
foil draw it oiit of his mouthf. Tfie^dt taff 
IS also useOf ana is good bait for fsuJlKDitts. 



A. 




* 



WORM OR GROUND FISHING.*. / 



Worm-fisbing is good in the spring aWv 
autumn, and when the water is coWitdA 
after rain. In- 'the summer months it is t)i^ 
in the mornings and evenings. I'be mai» 
clear and red your worms took (wten ikll^ 
up to the light), the better for angling. Tbd 
most approved raetbod is to piit tfiem {ii 
moss that is cleari picked, in an eaithen p'd£ 
The moss should be put in l^rst, and squee2^ 
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ti dowfi^ tHea tfa^ vromk laid on th^ tdp ; 

the ihoss should tie changed every thtke hv 

four da^s io wartti weatthfer, and fei^ery Wfeek 

in cold. They should b6 kept free from frbst 

in Vimefj &rid fcool in sutniftfer. Th6^ stre 

the principal ditectiduii that are necessary 

for riehd^Hug th^tii fit for slngliug. ScTa^ put 

fitie Brick dttst bti tlie top Of thef nobs^ in Or-. 

(ter to M^t#^tr>^t6 m. ^ -.^'^f^i^i, i^ ', ^^ i 

Begih to fish at the head of a stream, £lnd > 4| 

let there ||^ shot on your line in proportion ' H 

to the IrtfpidS^^ of the current; at the same 
tim^ to allow it to travel freely on the ground. 
Carry your rod even with yoUr hand, and 
no more of your line in the water than what 
ii dtrffioi^nt tb let ydur bait and i^hot trdvel 
ft^Iy ofi the grdund. In this maind^r you 
fiih tb thb b^ottom of the stteAia. Savdk 
anglord, whferi the waiier is ^6ry clear, begin 
altb^ bbttOtti of the ^ream atid fish up. They 
HHt the bkit dfi, then let it ttavel do^n to 
tt4ere they ^aud, then cast it up agaiu^ 
tifking a ^ie^ tip xhk stream at every ca^. 
Wlken yoa fish fot i^aliiion With the wora,^ 
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you must use a large salmon hook, upon 
which you may put two lob-worins ; throw 
them in at the head of the stream, and if you 
are not in the habit of wading, you must 
give out line, to allow the bait to travel iu 
the centre of the current. The fish general- 
ly lie with their heads up the current, there- 
fore, when you strike them, it should be 
|one the Contrary way to that^ which their 
heads lie* 



' SALMON-ROB FISHING. 

The best time of fishing with the ssdmon# 
roe is upon a flood, befpre the water clears. 
It generally begins the first flood that hap 
pens, about the middle or latter end of 
August. The best part of a river is in ed- 
dies that run near the banks. Some so^ 
pieces of roe are thrown in a little above tte 
place that is meant to be fished, in order to 
collect the trouts to that spot. Some anglers 
n 
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take their stand at one place, throw their bait 
up the stream, and let it travel past as far as 
their rod will allow, then repeat their cast 
Others have a walk of about ten yards which 
they fish from top to bottom without extend* 
iog their limits; for the smaller the space the 
^oats are collected in, the better the sport. 
; A piece of roe, the size of a ha^el nut, i» 
sufficient to bait the hook with. The rod is 
kept even wit*h the hand^ and no more line 
used than is sufficient to let the bait travel on 
the ground. The trouts give two or three 
smart tugs at the bait, if they are not struck 
at that instant, they are lost for that time, 
and the bait is gone. If there are three or 
four anglers on the same spot so much the 
better, as they help to feed that spot the 
sck)ner. The trouts take some time to col- 
lect, but when that is done the sport is ex* 
cellent. The roe is generally salted, and may 
be prepared after the following manner: 
first, free it from the white skin that is on 
the jOUtside, then sprinkle it with salt; let 
it remain two days in that state^ then sprinkle 
» 
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it with fresh salt, mixed whh alitde sdtpeftie. 
Too much snUpetre makm k a ilark rec^^-* 
the brighter the red the better the prepara- 
tion. It should be kept in a covered TGBsel, 
in order to keep it moist. In some parts of 
the covntry they free it from every partide 
of white skin, and make it into a paste^ which 
they put in small pots for use. They also 
use a doable hook, which they dip into the 
paste, and fish with whatever quantity tbe 
hook lifts up. 



BAITS GENERALLY USED iK ANGLING. 



WORM PISHING. 



There are' a great variety of wonaMH-I 
shall only describe those most approved of 
by experienced anglers* 
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Is found under old thatch, or dung and 
thaldi miMd TMb wwm mMMlliaaiikriot* 
teiy and of a bnig^r red« 

The BrawdHng ft^Ptm 

la lAwakel flma hmd w ttah m tdutU 
finglet^^ CM Mealc T&it't\m 4iiiin^r f^HHmtt, 
He is chiefly ft>«nNk ia dmUgfailfat M06i«tfH|f 
of hogs' dung and horse dung mixed toge- 
then . ' '' • .'.' -''^ 

The little Giti Tait or Tag ^orpi. ^ ' 

Isoi a ^le yelfotr tow^k« tHcf%fl, 9xi9^ 
afctorter tttan Dfie dimghtfl red wtfrtfi, iWt knc*. 
te* lik€ ft. He^ * chief^* IbiAnF ^ifibttg dtcf 
hofse dtog, irhcw tite tfirt!6* si6irtJf sW offc» 
found. ■^' "' ' ■- ;■" '■' ' ' 
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The Peacock Med or the J^lq^ he^^ R^d 
Worm 

Is found xmA&t cow dung or horse du&g, 
three parts dried, in the fieldis* He is' found 
from the latter end of April until the begin- 
ning of Aqgust» under cqiv dung chiefly, 
with his head an inch above the ground. 
He has a very flat broad Isut, and is a gdod 
worm for. bottom! fishings He is also found 
under stones in thje bed of a river. 

The Lob Worm or Dew Wortn 

Is best in season from the beginning of 
May till August, and may be fished with 
both at bottom and mid^water. Lob worms 
i^re of two^ort^f hut of the same kind ^ the 
odder ones are knotted, the youiiger ones not. 
Some, h^e pj^odd spreading tails, and are 
more red in the head than others. They 
have a streak down the back, and are much 
valued for taking large fish. 
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The White Worm or Marl Worm 

Is chiefly found in marl or clay land, and 
commonly after the plow tail. His head is 
very ^taall, and of a pale red, and his tail is 
lagged with yellow. The other parts of his 
boAy is nearly of the same colour as the 
eartb he is bred in, but wb^i scoured he is 
itfa ]iale white. 

The Dock Worm or Squirrel Tail 

Is a fine pale red worm without knots. 
He fs ehiefiy fo«nd near dock roots, and is 
best discovered by shaking the earth with a 
dttngfork. 

The Segg Worm 

Is commonly found in the hollow parts of 
seggs, near the roots. He has a black head 
and a whitish body. He is a good bait for 
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fish in those pools especially where seggs 
grow. 

InfotinA (vota \h» latter end of A|MriIUtt 
the esid of Jiily^ utidl^r cow dung half driedL 
He ifi a ladder bait, and is tised with ili^ 
»m^ Una and boiok a^ the geisik or maggots 
He is to be put in some earth that k gat from 
under the cow dung where he was foand» 
and if kept pcioi$t and cool, will la3t k^ three 
weeks or a month. 

Tf out fithiofg HFith the worOi eiMias on in 
Febmarj and las^ till the end of May^ p»* 
ticularly in the mornings and evenings. The 
best worms are the little red worm, the brand* 
ling, and the white worms the lob worm an- 
swers well for large fish. 
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CAD BAIT. 

There are various kinds of these baits^ ac« 
cordix]^ to the flies they are iatended to bring 
forih. The iirst kind is the Creeper. He is 
found in the latter end of March> and until 
Majt under flat hollow stones^ in the shal- 
low parts of the beds of rivers. They are 
fond of diose stones where the water runs 
uuderneatii« They are about an inch long^ 
yellow on the under part, and their backs are 
curiously marked with dark brown and yel- 
low. They turn in May into the large May 
B^f Na 55. These cads are the most desir- 
able bait that can be offered to the trouts. 
A second kind are found under stones in the 
riv^s, the same as the former* They are 
distinguished by being inclosed in stone 
cases, nes^ly cemented ; these the trouts take» 
case and sdl^ whenever they are enabled to 
get them from under the stones, or the cur« 
rents drive tfa^m from tbeiir hiding place. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



T2 THE AKOLSft's VADB MBCUM. 

There are others of a smaller kind, found al- 
so on the stones, without any covering. 
Others are found inclosed in the hollow parts 
of water weeds, and may be seen in warm 
weather, moving at the bottom of the shal- 
low parts of a river, and in the holloa 
grounds and ditches near the river side, that 
are occasionally overflowed. If the weather 
IS cold, they are sunk deeper in th^ mud or 
sand, and may be found in numbers by lifting 
up some of the sand from the bottom of the pool. 
I have also found the cads inclosed in stone 
cases in the same way. They may be pre- 
served in the house for a week or two, by 
putting them in a bason of water, and a flat 
stone for to attach themselves to. It is ne- 
cessary to change the water every day. When 
brought out for use, they may be keptiti-a 
linen bag, which should be dipped in water; 
They should be guarded from the cold dr, 
which soon kills them. As soon as the wea* 
ther is mild in May, it is best Ashing wirti 
them. It is the first bait to be used in the 
morning, and may be continued till mid*day« 
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T4ie hook shookl be proportioned to the size 
o£ the cad : and a. few lengths of gut next 
the l^t, and a shot within three or four in*- 
efaes of the hook. They are taken in deep 
water^ as well as streaums, by moving the bait 
up and down about a foot from the bottom. 
You may also fish with cad bait» by placing 
it on your fly hook, and occasionally allow- 
ing your fly to sink a little. The water is in 
best order for them when it is clear. 



THE GRASSHOPPER BAIT 

Cimies on about the middle of June. The 
young ara produced near the end of May, 
and are to be Ibund on herbs and grass,-— 
on banks or fields, — in a white frothy state. 
After remaining in that state for some time, 
they drop into the grass, and, in three weeks 
after, they are in perfection. The legs are 
taken offi It is then put on a leaded hodc, 
in the same manner as the cad bait, and 
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aa^ed with in ibe sme 'wmy* TM Ime 
^faottld be ^ne for a yard «bav6 Ihe bidt^ 
which makes it 6ink quicker lo the iKvllan ; 
aad the quicker it sinks the more fredy tiie 
fish bite; It tnay be fislied with im *^t^ 
mornings (when the water [is dear and low) 
till the end of August* 



THE CABBAGE WORM OR GRUB, 

An insect produced from the butterfly. 
When the white butterfly comes on, which 
is about the beginning of June, you may find 
than on cabbage leaves. There is asmther 
sort of grub called the Sleeper, which is im«- 
ly found in the hearts of cabbages^ Hit 
bfl^k is of a (krk brown, his belly of a btssa* 
tifal green finely ribbed. This grab is famd 
from the begrnniog of July till the faUter end 
of September. There k a third sort thai tt 
green dso^ foand ill the hearts of cabbages^ 
and the least of the tbree. The csdibagc 

7 
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grub is used about the same time as the cad 
bait, and it is necessary to have both baits, as 
the fish are fickle at this season, and change 
their diet, both at top and bottom, many 
times ifi the day ; for when ihey have got a 
qiimnlity of one kind of food, they change to 
tinother. The first of theise grubs turns to 
the white butterfly 5 the sleeper to a brown 
butterfly ; and the little green <me to a duii 
butterfly, with two little circles in his wings 
of diflforent colours. You may use a large 
sized wo^m hook, well leaded^ and angled 
with in the same manner as cad bait. The 
fitst continues till the latter end of June, 
after that there are few to be seen till the 
middle of August, when they are sucdeeded 
by great quantities of others. These grubs 
and grasshoppers are the best baits for 
morning fishing till the latter end of Octo- 
ber. 
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THE GENTLE OR MAGGOT. 

The best method of breeding them is, to 
take a beast's liver, which is scored with a 
knife ; bang it up and cov^r it, but not too 
close ; for the flies will blow it sooner for 
^ing partly covered from the air. In two 
days after, when you perceive the gentles to 
be. alive, take down the liver and put it in 
an earthen pot. There let it remain until 
you think the maggots are full grown ; then 
take a sufficient quantity of oatmeal and 
bran, in p^'oportion to the size of the liver, 
and throw it into them. In three or four 
days more, take a stick and run it through 
the liver, and, hang it across the pot, when 
the last brood will soon drop into the brai). 
This is the best method to prevent their 
turning to seemingly dead blackish grubs, 
and from thence to flies. If you wish to pre- 
serve them all the winter, procure some li- 
vers about the latter end of October ; and, if 
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the season is favourable, the flies will blow 
them the same as id the hotter months. 
These are managed the same way as the 
others^ only keeping them somewhat warm- 
er ti^l Ihey come to their full growth, theu 
throw in a good quantity of meal and bran, 
which will keep tbem from the frost. They 
are to be kept in a cellar or some damp, 
place, in the pot they were bred in. They* 
may b^ kept in this way till the beginning 
of March. The book may be from No» 6. 
to No* 9., according to the state of the wa* 
ter ; ^nd both bait and shot should travel at 
th^ bottom. This is allowed by all anglers 
to be the best general bait that h used* It 
is good for all sorts of fish that are Caught in^ 
rivers and ponds, except salmon, pike, and 
sliad. It is a good way to throw some in 
above the place you mean to fish, as it coU 
Iect3 the trx)uts to that spot. 
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THIS FARMER ITORSTS'. 

There are sererrf sortt of grabs or wormr 
of varrous colours, to be ibimd in tbtt smn- 
mer time, upon the leaves of tree* and bosh* 
es that grow over highways, or other open 
places, where you can convcttiently fintf 
them, and gather them up aftev they are fal- 
len. When yott have foniid ai suflfci^ent 
quantity, put them: in boxes^ each kmd by 
themselves, and feed them with leaves' froon 
the tree they are taken from. You must 
refresh their food five or six times a week, 
and take the withered leaves irom th^. 
There shouM be holes in the fid of the box, 
to give them air. AH these barts are natu- 
ral food for the fish. Three of these sorts 
are made artfffcially ; that is, the browa 
pafmer worm, the black pahher worm, an^ 
the red palmer worm. 

The brown palmer worm is made of hog's 
down, dyed of an amber colour, ribbed with 
silver twist, and a red cock's hackle over iu 
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Th« bte^ek one i» nmck^ of the blaiok QfilirH^ 
featber, or the fediher out of the top knot 
of the ptoyer» libheid wiHi gold twiM» ao4 a 
Uftck hackle o^vef it. Tt^ rod one is mi^ 
of a reddbh ootouroA mohur or worsted^ rib*- 
bed with g<dd twist* and a rod hackle over 
it. These vmsmB are 6$hed in the laqie 
maimer aa the aittficial %» aad t(ie natural 
opoi in the lamo wajras tfa0 cabbage gnib oi^ 
^^aa|hopper< TUs is also: aa esculent baix 
for dibbUng, with a fiae biitafn'& Slather 
wn^k roiud the iappei! end of the ihao^ and, 
the. bait dramn upoa tha bond of the hook> 
(^theaiae No. A. 



BBETLBS. 



These are^ of dif&re^t cx^n and ^is^. 
One kind are quite black, others of a dusky 
red ; .each of the» having two piair of wings, 
the ooe under the other; the uppermost 
hairy and h^d, the ^nd(erq[y)st ^qiy apd tr^n?- 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



80 TAB AKGUBr's VADB MBC9M. 

parent, and when unfolded and stretched only 
are longer than the hard wings. Some of a 
brown, others of a bluish colour. The red 
beetles are esteemed the best. Both afe 
found in horse or cow dung, after being three 
or four days dropped in the fields. Thej 
may be had iVom the time cattle go out to 
grass till Michaelmas. When • you suigle 
with them, dip off the hard wings, and hang 
them on your hook with the legs towards 
the water; and, in that manner,. dip or dib* 
bleon the surface of the irater. ■ Soni» an-^ 
glers put them on a hook, and fish with 
them in the same manner .as the worm or 
gentle. 



GENERAL REMARKS ON FISHING. 

The changes in the colour of the water 
after rain, causes much variety in the dresr* 
ing of the flies. In the first change of the 
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wiater after a flood, to a dark brown, it is 
generally thought too dark and heavy for 
the fly ; the minnow or worm is then the 
best to use. When it gets to a clear brown, 
is the best time for angling with the fly. 
The merit of making a good imitation of the 
larger natural flies, is best tried in clear wa« 
ter; therefore, experienced anglers make 
choice of the smallest flies in that case. 
Larga flies are best early in the morning ; 
the glimmering of the evening; a cloudy 
day and windy; a rough stream, or dark 
water. 

No fixed time can be given for the clear- 
ing of the water after floods, as it varies ac- 
cording to the nature of the country it pas* 
ses through. The more cultivated a country 
is, the more the water will be tinged by dif- 
ferent kinds of soil ; and the more moun- 
tainous a country is, the sooner the waters 
clear, as it accumulates mostly from mosses 
and grass lands. The small streams and 
burns that run in valleys, may be fished im- 
mediately as the storm ceases. I have ob« 
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served the Tweed and the Gala water quite 
muddy after a storm, while the smaller 
streams were of a line brown; then is the 
best time to angle in them, before the water 
falls. They are generally fished with worms, 
with a small rod and a short line. The bait 
is dropped into the small streams, or deep 
parts of the water. When there are deep , 
holes, a minnow dropped in is sure to meet 
with a ready customer. If the stream is of 
a good size, the fly may be made use of. 
The trouts caught on these occasions are of 
a large size. The salmon are taken with 
trout baits. They generally lie in the raid- 
die of a rough, and the upper part of a gen- 
tle, stream, when on their prey. Their best 
time of feeding is from six till nine in the 
forenoon, and from three in the afternood 
till sunset^ in a clear water, when the wind 
Wows moderately. The best months for 
sporting with him, are from the befginning of 
March till the end of August. 
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TROUTS. 

The best months for angling for trouts are 
March, April, May, June ; you may begin 
in February, when the weather is open and 
mild; in March and April, it is best ange- 
ling for trouts with the worm, in the fore- 
noon; with the fly or minnow, the rest of the 
day; but in the month of May, you must 
use the minnow and cad bait in the forenoon^ 
till the flies come down. In March, if the 
weather be hot, still, and bright, and the 
wat^r clear, angle for them in the swiftest 
streams and most strong part of the river, 
with minnow or worm only, and in the deeps, 
mornings and evenings, very early and late, 
that is, when the weather proves very clear 
and bright. 

In casting your line and flies, observe to 
make a semicircle with your rod in order 
to avoid snapping your flies, and after you 
have made your cast, raise the point of your 
rod to prevent too much of your line from 



d by Google 



d4 TlifS ANGLEll'iS VADiB MBb0M. 

falling in the water, properly no more should 
fall than what your flies are attached to. Ma- 
nage so as to let your flies drop lightly on the 
water, which a little well-directed practice \Vill 
soon attain. Begin to fish at the head of a 
stream, and use caution, for there, generally, 
the best game lies, particularly when there 
are flies coming down the river. When you 
caisl your flies across the stream, keep them 
iti gentle motion to prevent the trouts fronts 
perceiving the cheat ; if you give them too 
much time they discover it> or if they take 
it, when they perceive the fraud, they quick- 
ly disengfl^e themselves. If it is a slow run- 
ning watfer, let 3rour flies sink a little as you 
dmw therti towards you ; keep out of sight 
of the fish as much as circumstances will al- 
low; and avoid haying the sun in your back, 
for your shadow on the water alarms the 
fish. When you have hooked ia good fish^ 
keep your rod up, the spring of the rod help^ 
to stri^ngthfen your lin^e. Wind your line up^ 
gently, in ol^er to have a proper length to 
l^ahd him. If he is too strong to be brought 
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iu^ play him down the stream, which weak* 
ens him. If a salmon, find fre^h from the 
sea, every time he approaches the shore Y\e 
makes a desperate effort to reti^rn to those 
rocky haunts that had so often proved friend- 
ly to him ; in that case, it will be necessary 
to give out line and again wind up ; the 
more he runs in that way, the sooner he 
tires, ^nd ftt last becomes an e^sy prey. 
Care should be taken that the pirn allows 
the line to run freely, otherwise th^ tackle 
may be endangered, and the fish lost. 

It is of the first importance to ^>n angler 
to have hooks that are well tempered, and 
those who dress flies should be partipularly 
careful in that respect I have found Ad- 
lington's of Kendal, of a good temper. Mwy 
anglers do not approve of the Kirby bepd, 
particularly in large hooks ; they prefer the 
hook that is bent ip a line with the shank, 
as being the best for holding a large fisb. 
There are, no doubt, many other good 
makers of hooks, and the way to prove them 
is, by talking the shank of the hook in one 
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hand and putting the thumb-nail of the other 
under the bend^ if the hook has a spring and 
returns to the same position, that hook is 
well tempered ; if too high tempered, it will 
snap, and if too little, it loses its form« 



MATERIALS FOR MAKING ARTIFICIAL FLIES. 

Hooks of all sizes ; marking silk of every 
colour; shoemakers* wax of softest kind; 
cocks' hackles, those feathers that hangd6wn. 
from the back of their necks, and those Bear 
the tail, — ^black and red are most useful, bat 
they should be procured of all colours. Grold 
and silver flatted wire, or twist. Green and 
copper-coloured peacock, and black ostrich 
herl. 

Hair. 

Hog*s down and bear's hair of different 
colours, these are good for mixing with the 
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dubbing, as they repel the water; the white 
hog's down may be dyed to any colour. 
Caw and calf's hair of different colours^ and 
the softest that can be procured, good for 
making large salmon flies. Spanijel's hair 
from behind the ears, dark brown and light 
brown; the soft fur, both brown and black, 
from the badger's skin. Seal's fur of differ- 
ent colours. Camel's hair; also fur from 
the hare's neck and ears ; from the squirrel's 
tail. Fox-cub from the tail. A water-rat ; 
a house-mouse; a martin, particularly the 
yellow spots under the jaws. 

Feathers^ 

From the wild- drake, the back and the 
breast ; the wings of the starling ; the water 
coot; the jay; the fieldfare ; and the black- 
bird. A pheasant ; a woodcock ; a land- 
rail ; a brown hen ; the grouse ; the plover ; 
and from the back and wings of a heron. 
The feathers from the tail of a turkey-cock, 
particularly those that are black with a white 
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tip at the end, a good wing for salmon flies. 
There are few wild birds but what add their 
mite to adorn these little insects, feathers 
being the best general substitute as yet found 
out for their wings. In respect to making 
the artificial flies, the water knots* and many 
small aflairs that are useful in angling, I 
would recommend an application to an ex- 
perienced angler, for those things are best 
and soonest learned by seeing them done. 
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SALMON, 



When in season, is adorned with a row of 
small round black spots along the middle of 
each side, from head to tail. Their time of 
spawning varies in different rivers. They 
make holes in the gravel, where they depo- 
site their spawn, and cover it over to protect 
it from danger. After they have performed 
their duty, if n6t detained by particular 
causes, they return to the sea to regain their 
strength. The salmon is taken with trout 
baits. They generally lie in the middle of a 
rough and the upper part of a gentle stream , 
when on prey. Their best time of feeding is 
from six till nine in the forenoon, and from 
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three in the afternoon till sunset ; the best 
months for sporting with them, are from the 
beginning of March till the end of August. 
The salmon flies are generally made accord* 
ing to fancy, and in size proportioned to the 
river; there are two kinds of large flies in 
nature, which are sometimes imitated. The 
first is the 

Dtagon-fly, 

In some places called the adder»fly ; these 
flies feed on insects like swallows, which 
they pursue in the air. I have seen them 
fly over the surface of the water when the 
air was warm and gloomy, and they are 
no doubt well known to the salmon. Some 
of them are brown, both body and wings^ 
others blacky and the length of their bodies 
varies from an inch and a half to two inches 
and a half. They come on in June as sood 
as the weather sets in warm, and last till 
the end of August. There is another tsort 
called the 
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King^s Fisher or Peacock Fly* 

This fly has the same habits as the former, 
and the colour of his body is like the fea- 
thers on the neck of the peacock. The wings 
. are generally made from the eye or mound 
that is in the feathers in the tail of the pea-* 
cock. This fly, when dressed very brilliant^ 
is much esteemed by the pike ; .he lasts tilt 
the cold weather sets in at the end of the 
year. Theae large flies are generally found 
about woods and marshy grounds, and in 
very warm days they are seen most active 
in pursuit of their prey. 



TROUTS, 



Like the salmon, before they spawn, make 
up the rivers towards the spring-head, and 
will make their way through mills, wears^ 
and flood*gates^ and up high and swift cur* 
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rents, and spawn in October or November, 
some rivers sooner, some later. After the 
trouts have spawned they look sick, lean, 
and big beaded, are bony, and not good till 
the spring returns to animate them. There 
are some female trouts, in all rivers, that are 
barren and continue good all the veinten In 
February, when the weather gets milder, the 
trouts leave their winter quarters in the 
deeps, to scour, cleanse, and recreate them- 
selves, in shallower waters and streams, and 
prepare themselves for their sununer delights. 
They first s^tle in the eddies of a stream; 
and, as they gain strength, they advance 
nearer the head. They settle, for the most 
part, in whirlpools and holes into which 
swift streams and shallows fall ; and, grow- 
ing strong, feed in the largest and siTviftest 
currents, especially in the sides and deepest 
parts of them near to their holds. If they 
ase large, they commonly lie under hollow 
banks, that are worn so by the streams bear* 
ing on them ; under roots of trees, boughs, 
and bushes, and behind large stones^ blocksi 
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and banks that jet forth in the water, on 
which streams pressing cause an eddy or 
whirling back of the water. In such places 
they delight themselves to lie, constantly 
waiting and watching for the stream to 
bring sonnething down to feed upon either 
at top or bottom. Sometimes they take up 
their station under bridges, and between two 
streams that run from under double arches^ 
in the returns of streams, where the water 
seems to boil and roll up and down. Some* 
times, for want of a better covering, they 
lurk under seggs and weeds, the better to 
surprise their prey, in mill-heads and dams, 
and in those streams where the dam runs in* 
to the river, and in deep swift streams at 
flood-gates and wears. The female trout has 
a lesser head and deeper body than the male, 
and is reckoned better meat. A bog's back 
and a little head, to any fish, either trout or 
salmon, is a sign that such fish is in season. 
The roach and dace are in season about a 
fortnight after spawning; the barbel and 
chub in a month ; the trouts in four months ^ 
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and the salmoYi in thfe same, provided th^y re- 
turn to the sea after spawning, and again 
return to the fresh»water. 



PIKE. 



.The pike is a long and roundish body; has 
a plain smooth head ; is covered with scales 
ef a whitish colour; the body is sprinkled 
on both sides with yellowish spots; the 
young ones are more green ; the upper and 
lower jaws are full of teeth^ and three rows 
of teeth upon the tongue. He is the tyrant 
of fresh- water fish, and lives longer than any 
other fish, except a carp* 

Spawning Tinne. 

He spawns but once a year, which is 

usually about the end of February or begins- 

ning of March. The best of these fish are 

those that breed in rivers, and the female is 
11 
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preferred to the male. Their chief season 
is from May till Candlemas ; his feeding is 
chiefly upon fish and frogs. 

The Best Baits 

For taking pike is a small fish commonly 
called a par-trout, in some places they call 
it the rack- rider ; in Cumberland they call 
it a braiidlihg. It is distinguished by having 
broad porplestripes on each side coming down 
from the back. The next is small trouts or sal^ 
mon snieltSt and large minnows and frogs. 
Jt may be either a land or water frog, and 
the yellower it is the better the pike like it. 
Liv^ baits are the best. They may be kept 
in tin vessels with holes in the top; the 
water should be changed often, for when 
there are many of them in it, the air in the 
water gets impure and kills them. If the 
baits are dead they should be as fresh as 
|M>ssible, and kept in a tin-box with bi^an in 
it, #hich dries! any moisture about them, 
and keeps them frpm being injured. There 
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are a variety of other baits, but the par is 
found by experience to be the best. 

The Best Ways of Taking Pike. 

The lines and other tackle for this pur- 
pose are now so accurately made, and sold 
in the shops, that it is needless to trouble aa 
angler with a description of them. The 
first way is the ledger bait. This bait is fix'p 
ed to a certaifn place where you think it 
likely for pike to be ; your bait& should be 
living, whether fish or frog. The best waj- 
to bait all fish is to put the arming -wire ia 
at the vent of the fish and out at the mouthy 
draw the arming-wire through till the bend 
of the double book comes up ta the veiit of 
the fish, then make bis bead gently fast to 
the joint of the arming^wire with a littlei silk 
or thread. If your bait ii^ a frog, put tte 
hook in at his mouth and out at his gill, tbeb 
tie his leg to the arming-'wire with ^ litde 
silk ; in this v\ay he lives a long time. HaV'>> 
i ng thus prepared your bait, either ^sh • or 
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frog, put your arming- wire on the spring 
Uiat 18 attached to your swivel, let your line 
be from twelve to fourteen yards in length ; 
then fix your line to some bough or other 
rest, next the water,, near to the place where 
you guess the pike to be. Then wind 
your line on a forked stick, with a notch in 
one end, to keep your line to the length 
you mean to throw into the water, which 
may be a yard or two, according to circum- 
stances, that when the pike cornels he may 
the more easily run off with the remaining 
part of your line to his hold, in order to 
swallow his bait. 

The Second Wwf 

Is with the trimmer-float; the best are 
made of cork, and may be bad in the tsickle- 
shops, ready prepared with lii^e suid hook. 
The fish is put on the hook the same way as 
in the fonuer method ; you let about three or 
four feet o( your line off the float, which 
you fiststeb to a notch that is in one end 
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of the stick that runs through the centre of 
the cork. Then throw it in the loch,. and. 
the wind drives it about. When the pike 
seizes the bait, the line gives way with 
him till it comes to the end that is fastened 
to the float, then* all he can do, the float will 
be at the top of the water, and at length 
wearies and kills him. Where! there is no 
boat on the water, there should be a line at^ 
tached to the float to have it under com-= 
mand. There may be many of those floats 
on the water at the same time, which yield 
great amusement, where pike are plenty* 

The Third Way of Taking Pike 

Is by trolling, and is very pleasant by the 
exercise and variety it affords of ^idking 
about. It is best angling in this way when 
the water is( clear, and especially on a windy 
day. Some prefer a single before a double 
pike-hook, and baititig with a minnoW' as 
well to catch perch as pike, t^ Irblling* 
When you are completely flUed with all 

10 
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materials, and yoar hook is baited, cast your 
'fish bait up and down in such places as you 
know the pike frequents, letting it sink a 
considerable depth before you pull it up 
again. When the pike comes, if it be not 
sunk too deep, you may see a motion in the 
• water, at least you may feel him ; then slack 
your line, and give him length enough to go 
to his hold, where they always make, and 
there paunch and swallow the bait. Thus 
let him lie till you see the liue move, when 
you may conclude he has swallowed the 
bait, and is on the range for more. Then 
wind up your line till you think it is almost 
strait, then, with a smart jerk, hook him. 
If he is a large fish you must play him till 
he is tired before you attempt to land him. 
The best hold of him theq is by putting a 
finger in each eye, as his bite is severe. 
Tl:^ pike loves still, shady, aud unfrequented 
water, with a sandy, chalky, or clay bottom. 
His best biting time is early in the morning 
ot late in the evening, in a clear water aud 
gentle g£^es« He takes all sorts oi bails be- 
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sides those I have already mentiooed, such 
as gudgeons, small roaches and dace, large 
minnows, bull-heads, bleak, a young trout^ 
jack, or perch. Take care that all yoiir fish 
baits are fresh and sweet when you use 
them* A piece of an eel is a favourite bit 
with him. The king's fisher or peacock- 
fly is also taken by him, or any fiy that is 
large and gaudy, but there should he a good 
breeze of wind on the water when they are 
tried. There is another method of taking a 
pike at the snap, which is only used in 
March, when the fish are sick after spawn- 
ing, and not worth taking. 



OF THE GRAYLING. 

This is by no means a general fish ; he 
feeds like a trout, but is of a different shape; 
his back is like a hog, and his fins stand ap» 
right on his back like those of a perch ; his 
mouth and belly touch the ground together ; 
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he seldom exceeds twenty-four inches ; his 
principal season is from September till Christ- 
mas, at which time he is black about the 
head and* gills, and down the back; his belly- 
dark grey dappled colour, with beautiful 
black spots, his flesh white and firm ; his 
teeth grow round his upper jaw as fine as 
any file, and his mouth is tender, so much 
so, that, after he is hooked, he is often lost. 
He should be angled for with a fine hook 
and played gently. He spawns the latter 
end of March or the beginning of April, at 
which time he lies in sharp streams. His 
haunts are the same as the trout, and is tak- 
en with the same baits ; but no bait he is so 
fond of as the maggot. He feeds upon cad 
bait, and all kind of insects that gather husks. 
The grayling plows and roots up the gravel 
to seek his food. When you fish for him 
let your bait and shot travel on the ground, 
and use a cork float in preference to a run- 
ning line. The Humber in Yorkshire pro- 
duces more of those fish than any other ri- 
ver in England. 
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THE PERCH, HIS SPAWNING TIHE. 

» 

The perch is a good and bold biting fish ; he 
carries his teeth in his mouth, which is large ; 
he is a great devourer of his brethren, has a 
hog^back, and armed with sharp prickles ; 
his skin is covered with thick dry hard 
scales ; having two fins at his back. The sea- 
perch has but one fin on his back, and is 
esteemed a much better fish. He spawns 
in May. As to his shape, he is deep bodied^ 
and about fourteen inches long. 

There are several baits that will take him ; 
he bites freely at the following three : the 
worm, the minnow, or small frogs. The 
small red dunghill worm is the best, whea 
well scoured in moss. If you rove for perch 
with the minnow, let it be alive. Stick the 
hook into his back fin or upper lip, and let 
him swim up and down in inid water or a 
little lower, still keeping him ' about that 
depth with a cork float, which should not 
be very small; lead your line within nine 
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inches or a foot of the hook for to keep your 
bait under water. When you fish with a 
frog you must put the hook through the skin 
of his back, for then he will swim without 
interruption. Whenever they bite be sure 
to give line enough that they may swallow 
the bait, or else the hook; being covered 
with the bait, will slip out of his mouth« 
This way of fishing for perch is best in May 
and June. The wasp-grub, and the grub 
that is got at the root of the dock, are also 
taken very eagerly by them. 



THE TENCH. 

It is remarked that this fish loves ponds 
better than rivers, and prefers pits to either^ 
This fish is leather*mouthed, has very large 
fins and smooth scales, a red circle about 
his eyes, which are large, and of a gold co*- 
lour ; from each corner of his mouth hangs 
down a small barb. This fish is used in me* 
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dicinal cases, and much commended for 
wholesome food. He begins to spawn in 
June^ and in some ponds not till the latter 
end of July ; lives for some time out of the 
water, and is best in season from the end of 
September till the end of May. 

Baits and Time of Biting* 

He will bite at a well scoured red worm^ 
a maggot, a young wasp-grub boiled in milk^ 
or a green worm from the boughs of trees« 
These four are reckoned the best baits. His 
best season for biting is from the beginning 
of April till the end of May, The size of 
the hook from No. 3. to No. 6. It should be 
whipped on silk worm gut, with two or three 
shots on the line, for pond fishing, with a 
goose-quill float. The same tackle will serve 
for carp, perch, and tench. His hours of 
feeding are eight, twjelve, and four. Be sure 
to throw in a few maggots at the taking of 
each fish, which keeps them together. 
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THE CARP* 

The carp is a stately and very subtle fish, 
styled the Fresh Water Fox, His back rises 
from his head somewhat sharp and edged ; 
is covered with strong broad scales ; is of a 
yellowish colour when arrived to an age : 
the younger sort are more inclined to a 
dusky colour. His head is short; has no 
teeth, and swims with broad fins. His tail 
is broad and forked, of a colour between red 
and black, as is also the last fin. He has no 
tongue, but, instead, nature has given him a 
fleshy palate. He breeds in several months 
in the year. They are seldom taken, either 
male or female, without a melt or spawn in 
them, particularly in the summer season. He 
breeds more naturally in ponds than in run- 
ning water; but the river carp is preferred 
He is difficult to take, therefore should be 
fished' for very early or late. They begin to 
6pawn at four years old. 
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Bails. 

They bite at well scoured red worms, mag- 
gots, wasp-grub, or green worii^s from 
boughs or bushes. You should bait the 
holes you intend to fish a day or two be- 
fore; but in case the fish are shy, you must 
continue to bait for a fortnight or three 
weeks, once a day, then you may depend on 
sport. But if the pool or pond is well stor- 
ed, you need not bait above an hour or two 
before hand. Your worms should be of the 
red or white kind, not too large, and well 
scoured. In angling for him, keep out of 
sight as much as you can j and when you 
hook him give him play enough, otherwise 
he will break your tackle ; for he is not on* 
ly a strong fish, but a great struggler. If he 
is a large fish, when you strike hio), he will 
run to the other side of the pond or river, 
you should therefore give line to him. His 
best season is in March and April. 
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THE BREAM* 

The bream is a broad fish ; a small head 
and sharp snout; the back bending and 
edged, rising sensibly from the head like a 
swine. The colour of his back is between 
blue and black ; the sides and belly of those 
that are young are white, but the sides of 
those that are full grown are of a gold colour, 
and their belly is red. The mouth, in pro- 
portion to his size, is small, without teeth ; 
the palate soft and fleshy, like that of a carp; 
his eyes are large. They spawn in the end 
of June or the beginning of July. They are 
best in season a little before th^y spawn. 
Some ttiink thenfi best in September. They 
swim in shoals, delighting most in gentle 
soft streams ; sandy or clay bottoms ; in the 
"deepest, broadest, and middle parts of ponds; 
in the deepest and ihost quiet places in rivers, 
near unto weeds. The bream and roach 
are fond of heavy dead running waters. 
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Baits. 

There are many baits that are used to 
take thena. The red worms, the gentles or 
maggot, the wasp*grub boiled in milk, to 
ipake them tough, or they may be dried on 
a tile before the fire. The worms that are 
found at the dock roots, flags, seggs, or rush- 
es, in watery places. They also bite at 
the grasshopper in June and July, and at 
several flies under water, found on flags that 
grow near the water side.. Use a quill-float 
with lead, about afoot or ten inches from the 
hook, sufficient to sink your float a Utile in 
the water. It i$ sufficient to have it about half 
an inch above the water. The best hours 
for fishing for them is from four till eight in 
the morning, and the same hours in the even- 
ing. Where a shoal of them is feeding, may 
be discovered by one or two of theip sport- 
ing at the top of the water, while the rest 
are feeding below. When you strike^ it is 
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ilecessary to give out line to him in his filrst 
rage. 



THE FLOUNDER 

Is originaUy a sea fish, without scales, 
which wanders far into fresh waters. The 
best are distinguished by red spots. They 
yield much sport to the angler. He cbm- 
monly frequents gravelly sandy bottoms; 
deep gentle streams; or at the end of « 
stream, in deep still parts of the water ; and 
ill a gentle stream that is somewhat brack* 
ish. 

Baits. 

They bite at any worm found in marsby 
ground or meadows, which should be welt 
scoured. Also worms that are dug up in 
the bed of a river near to the sea. He is « 
erafty and greedy biter, and will nibble and 
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sttck at the bait some time bi&fbre he takes 
it ; and, if he perceives the hook, will fly 
from it; therefore, let your bait be always 
in motion, which makes him more eager. 
He bites best in mild soft weather. * 



THE BARBEL, 

So called from his barb or wattles at bis 
mouth. He is a leather-mouthed fish^ large, 
of a fine cast, and handsome shape, with 
small scales, placed in an exact and curious 
manner. He is not reckoned the best of fish 
for eating ; the male is preferred to the fe* 
male. They spawn in April, but quickly 
become in season. They keep together in 
shoals. The melter and spawner mutually 
labour to hide their eggs in holes, which they 
dig in the gravel, covering them over with 
sand, much like the salmon. He is able to 
live in the swiftest waters, and in sunamer 
frequents the shallowest and sharpest streams. 
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delighting to lurk undel'^weeds^ rotting and 
digging in the ^aodsjmth his nose like a hog, 
and there nesting himself. He sometimes 
retires to deep swift watery bridges, flood* 
gates, aitd wears, where he will rest himself 
among the piles, or in hollow places, taking 
such a hold of moss or weeds, that the cur* 
rent, ever so strong, cannot force him from 
the place he contends for. At the approach 
of winter he retires to the deep still parts of 
the river. 

Baits. 

: The barbel and chub are reckoned the 
coarsest of the fresh water fish ; but the 
barbel affords the angler fine sport, being so 
strong, as frequently to endanger the break- 
ing of the line, by runniqg his head vio* 
lently towards any covert, hole, or bank, 
striking at the line with his tiul to break it« 
He is also cunning in nibbling and sucking af 
the bait, and yet will avoid taking it in his 
mouth* He is very nice in his baits. They 

H 
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tntm be m^eetatid clean wbrnis, well soour'^ 
e6, not kepi in sour or musty moss. He will 
bite at well scoured ldb-»worms, as boldly as 
at any baits whaiever. He must be fished 
for early and late. Well scoured maggots 
are ther be^ to bait for him. The priocipat 
months td angle for faim is from the beginning 
bf May till the end of August. 



THE CHUB 

Much resembles the carp, but only of a 
lortger shape; His scales ar^ very broad; 
bis^ head ^ort| and his teeth are in his thi^oat^ 
He Willi feed upon little fish or frogs, aboat 
a fortnight before they spawn. If the wea- 
ther is hot tfa^y gather in shoals, and appear 
on the top^iof the waters They spawn in 
May^ and are not in season until the begin* 
liiog of August, and continue imtil Aprils 
being in great perfection in the winter 
iDontlts. They are slit and salted^ and eat. 
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wen in that state* The chub likes sai^y 
or clay bottoms, large rivers, and shady 
streams ; but their chief abode is in the 
angles or deep holw, where the water runs 
not very quick. 

Baits. 

His baiting time is from sunrise un^l ten 
in the mormng, and from £oar in the after- 
.noon unlii sunset. He is caught in the 
'wi^troa monthi with cow^s brtUns, lob>worms, 
^rasshopp^r^, and cad*bait8, and at top with 
the down-hiU fly, the grasshopper, caterw 
pillar. May ^y, or attt fly. These must h^ 
nmd itt the manner of bobbing or dibbling. 
'You must be sure to keep well out of sight, 
•belnnd some bui^ or tree ; for they are k 
very timid fish. He never refuses a grasi^ 
hopper at the top of a swift stream, <^ a 
young wasp-grub at bottom. These grubs 
are found in the holes ia banks, and discover- 
ed by the old ones going in and out. You 
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most use the same kind of tackle as for a 
carp* 



ttOACH AND DACB^ 

tloach is so called from his red ^ns. He 
is a fish not much admired for his fide taste. 
His spawn is reckoned ike best part of Viim. 
He has a kind of saw-like teeth in his throat. 
As the carp is reckolfied the wsdier fox^ so. the 
roa^h is called the Water Sheep, for his sim«- 
plicity. The roach maked fine diversion^ 
particularly those of a large size. They are 
a very healthful fish, whence comes the pro- 
rerb, As sound as a roach. The dace spawn 
the beginning of March, the roach the be*, 
ginning of May. These fish are best in sea*- 
son from Michaelmas until Candlemas. 

Baits. 
The roach and dace are fished for in win* 
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tet 



with gentles, but in April with worms 
and cads, or flies under water. Tbe roach 
will rise to a daisy, when the green part is 
taken off, and the flower part put on a hook. 
He is also taken in the following manner ; 
Put an ant fly on your hook ; let it 3ink to 
tlie bottom, with lead on your line, near the 
piles of ft bridge, or posts of a wear, or any 
deep place where they may lie quiet. PuU 
your fly up very leisurely, and you will have 
a roach follow it up to the top of the water, 
gazing and running at it with great eager-* 
ness. In this way great numbers are caiight. 
You may take both roach and dace with 
gentles and young wasp-grubs. When yoii 
fish for them, use a large hook, a quick eye, 
and a nimble hand, or your bait will be lost. 
They will bite almost at any fly, but chiefly 
the ant fly. A good winter bait is got by 
following the plough, when they are turning 
up any sandy soil or fresh land, you will find 
a white worm, as large as two gentles, with 
a red head. These worms are the better to 
Jiave a gentle boil in ipilk before tl^ey ar^ 
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nsed, as it makes them tough, Tbens ii( all*^ 
so a grub that is bred froth the egg« of the 
beetle, which are found in holes in the 
ground, under cow or horse dung that re* 
mains some time in the fields, and frequent* 
]y under large stones thsit are sunk a little in 
.the ground; these turn, first to a r^d, and 
then to a black beetle* If you gather a 
quantity of these grubs, and put tbem in » 
vessel with a quantity of the earth ibey are 
found in about them, and cover them down 
close, to k-eep them from the effect of the 
frost ; in this way they may be preserved all 
wmter, and will be good till April. These 
and the gentles ^re good bait for most kinds 
of fish, in the winter season and early in th^ 
spring. 



THB 60D0E0N 



Ts reputed a fish of exceflent taste and 
^ Tery nourishing. He is leatber^moutbed ; 
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of a fine shape, and silrer colour ; his body 
and tail is beautifully adorned with blacb 
spots. The gudgeon is a river fish, though 
^omettmes found in pwds that are fed by 
rills or springs. He delights most in gravel- 
ly and sandy bottoms, and in slow streams* 
He inhabits large rivers and small brooks, 
but his chief residence is in small rivers. In 
the warm months Xhey lie in shallower wa- 
ters; from September till April they dwell 
in the deepes^t places that are most sandy. 
They spawn in the end of April or the be- 
ginaing of May. 

Baits. 

The gudgeon is good fish for a young 
angler to begin with, being easily taken with 
small worms or gentles. You may fish with 
a running line, with your bait on the ground. 
They are scattered up and down in the shal* 
}ows of rivers in summer months, but keep 
together in shoals, in the coJder months^ in 
the deeper parts of the water. He bites all 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



120 tus akglbr's vadb mbcu&c. 

day long, from March until September, whea 
the weather is mild and soft He does not 
bite well for some time after a flood, or 
heavy showers of rain. He also bites well 
in gloomy or hot sun«shining weather, from 
an hour after sunrise until an hoQr before 
itsets* 



THB RUFF OR POPE. 

The ruff is a fish that is not found in all 
rivers. He resembles the perch in shape, 
though he never attains his size, yet is not 
inferior in goodness. He is of brown colour, 
somewhat duskish above, and of a pale yel* 
low below ; marked on the jaws with a 
double course of half circles. All the body- 
is covered with sharp prickly fins, which 
bristle up when he is angry, but when ap- 
peased they lie flat. There is a straight line 
along his back ; and fins and tail are speck- 
ed with bkck spots. The ruff is a greed/ 
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fish, and will bite eagerly. They lie in 
abundance together in a reserved plaqe^ 
where the water is deep ; and, when a young 
sportsman has found out their haunt, he may 
catch three or four dozen, sometimes double 
that number, at a standing. They spawn in 
the beginning of April. 

Tou must angle for him with a small red 
worm. He bites at ihe same time, and is 
taken after the same manner as the perch. 
For both kinds of fish the river Ware, that 
runs by Norwich, is famous. They are also 
very plentiful in the Oxfordshire rivers, in 
the Teme, which runs into the Severn at 
Worcester. 



THE BLBAK5 

By som^ called the fresh<^ater sptat, i$ a 
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fifih ever in motion. He is in continual 
action in the water, and sporting himself 
irith small flies and inserts that float on the 
surface. His back is of a sea> green, and 
his belly shining and white as snow.. The 
bleak is angled for at mid-day, with a line 
and five or six small hooks made fast about 
six inches distance from one another. The 
bair is small well scoured gentles. They 
may also be taken with a small, fine, arti- 
ficial black gnat. 



THE CHARR AND GUINIAD. 

In Windermere, in the county of West- 
morland, are caught a singular sort of fisb 
called charr. They are also found in two 
lakes at Suowden,.. in Wales. In a small 
but rapid river called Petteral, that runs 
near Carlisle, in the adjoining county of 
Cumberland, are caught trouts about the 

same sijze vvith the charr, which are potted 

n 
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like the obarr, and sold for them. They are 
taken with the May -fly, and other flies in 
season. The guiniad is found in the river 
Dee, which rises in Merionethshire, runs 
through Pemblemeer in Cheshire, which is a 
large water, and tibounds with that kind of 
fish. 



THE PAHR TROUT, 

* By some called rack rider. In Cumber- 
land and Westmoreland they are called the 
Brandling. This trout seldom grows above 
seven or eight inches. He is beautifully 
9iarked on the sides with broad purple 
stripes* He delights, in the warm months, 
to sport in sharp shallow streams, and makes 
excellent sport fpr young anglers. He 
makes the best bait that is for pike ; and 
the par tail is known to kill the largest tro^uts 
when used in the same way as the minnow. 
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The par takes with an imitation of any small 
fly, or midges in season. 



THE MINNOW, 

When in season, is of a greenish sky co- 
lour ; his belly white, and his back nearljr 
black. They are frequently full of spawii^ 
during the summer, for they breed oflen, 
and quickly arrive at their full growth. 
They ate eager biters at a small red worm*; 
and they are often caught with crooked pin 
without any wonn on it. Before a storm of 
rain they lie close under stones or weeds, 
and will not bite. They appear in March> 
and retire before the winter storms set in. 
His biting is from an hour after sunrise till 
an hour before sunset. I have found that 
the best method of preserving them for ang- 
ling is, by covering them over with salt for ' 
two pr three days ; then take them out of the 
liquor that is about them, wipe them dry 
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with a piece of spft linen, then cover them 
over with dry salt. In this way they may 
be kept for any length of time* They pre- 
serve their colour and Islst well on the hookis. 



BBLS4 



There are three sorts of eels; the silver 
eel, the green eel, and the black eeh The 
silver eel has a fine dark brown back and a 
white belly, and a small head^ The. green 
eel has a back of dark green, and the belly 
of pale light green, his head is broad and 
flat. The black eel has a black back, a yellow 
belly, and a larger head than the two former, 
and is not reckoned good food, particularly 
when found in muddy pools. The silver eel 
commonly loves gravelly, sandy, or stony 
bottoms ; they generally come up the rivers^ 
if the weather is fresh, in April, and continue 
till the end of August, and often longer, if 
the weather keeps mild. Before the storms 
begin, they take themselves to their winter 
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quarters ; they are best in season iu Maj, 
June, and July* 

Bait$ 

Are of four sorts, th« lob- worm, loach, 
minnow, and bull-head ; the best season for 
angling for them is from May until the end 
of July; the weather cannot be too warm; 
V^hen they find that they are hooked, they 
often wind themselves round a stone, and 
you may endanger your tackle by pulling 
too strong ; if you slack your line to them 
they soon move from there, then is your 
time to pull them out. They are, at best, 
the most unpleasant fishing an angler can 
encounter* 



The rivers (particularly those parts of 
them that lie near the sea) are much en- 
livened by sea trouts of different kinds, that 
frequent them in the early part of the year, 
particularly if the weather is fr^sh and free 
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from frost. They are the first tronts that rise 
to the %• They are a spirited fish, give 
good sport, and bite free and unsuspecting 
bf fraud. Their principal time of coming 
up the rivers is the first flood that happens, 
towards the end of April or the beginning of 
May ; if the weather is mild and warm after 
the storm of rain, so much \he better. They 
are generally supposed to be fond of gaudy 
flies, which they certainly do take, when the 
water is dark or brown, but when the water 
is clear, I found a plain imitation of the na- 
tural flies, in season,, take them much better. 
In May, the small black and yellow flies are 
great favourites with them ; towards the end 
of May, the large white trouts quit the rivers, 
and are not seen again until the end of July 
or the beginning of August. They are thea 
taken with a small black or red fly, or a good 
imitation of the small house-fly. 



I have given in this small work the prin- 
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cipal baits that are used by all fair anglers^ 
and, when applied with judgment, I have 
no doubt of their success* There are a va- 
riety of other alluring baits and pastes which 
are sometimes recommeMed> but seldom 
put in practice by good anglers ; the great 
charm is to suit your baits properly to the 
season and the weather. Angling is an art, 
and like other aAs, requires experience and 
practice; therefore the young angler must 
consider, that where there is no difficulty 
there is no honour. 



Printed hy George Ramsay and Comj^my^ 
JEdinburg^, 18ia 
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